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Foreword	

	

This	book	was	created	on	behalf	of	the	Tactical	Air	Control	Party	Foundation	to	preserve	the	

career	stories	of	TACP	legends	and	to	thank	them	for	their	lasting	contributions	to	the	TACP	

community,	the	United	States	Air	Force,	and	our	grateful	nation.	Thank	you	to	Clay	Christian	

for	participating	in	this	Living	Legacies	project.	This	effort	greatly	helps	in	preserving	and	

memorializing	TACP,	Air	Force,	and	American	military	history.		

My	hope	is	that	this	book	is	a	lasting	family	heirloom.	Two	hard	copies	were	made,	one	for	

Clay,	and	one	for	the	TACP	Foundation.	It	will	also	be	preserved	digitally.	If	there	are	ever	

any	questions	about	this	book,	feel	free	to	reach	out	to	the	TACP	Foundation.		

-	Nathan	Bachand,	TACP	Foundation	Historian	
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Clay	Christian	Interview	with	Nathan	Bachand		

Sunday,	November	9th,	2025	

	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Alright,	so	we'll	go	ahead	and	start	with	a	little	bit	about	where	you're	from,	where	you	
grew	up,	how	you	ended	up	joining	the	Air	Force,	how	you	heard	about	TACP,	how	you	
became	a	TACP.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Sure.	So	I	grew	up	in	southeastern	Arizona,	in	and	around	Tucson,	Arizona,	for	the	most	
part,	although	I	did	live	in	some	of	the	suburb	areas	north	of	Tucson,	and	then	down	in	
Douglas,	with	my	dad,	which	is	on	the	extreme	southeastern	corner	of	Arizona	on	the	
Mexican	border.	My	parents	were	divorced	by	the	time	I	went	into	the	service,	but	when	I	
entered	the	service,	I	was	in	Tucson,	Arizona,	living	with	my	mom	at	the	time.	I	actually	
started	getting	interested	in	going	into	the	service	when	I	was	15	or	16	years	old.	I	didn't	
have	any	desire	to	go	to	college.	I	was	looking	at	different	things	to	do.	So	we're	talking	
1979,	1980,	early	1980.	So	I	was	16	at	that	particular	time.	And	I	started	looking	at	different	
services,	but	hadn't	really	decided	on	any	specific	branch	or	MOS,	military	occupational	
specialty,	whether	Marine	Corps,	Army,	or	rating	if	it	was	Navy,	or	of	course,	Air	Force	
Specialty	Code,	if	it's	the	Air	Force.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Until	I	happened	to	go	to	an	air	show	at	Davis-Monthan	Air	Force	Base	in	Tucson.	So	this	
was	in	spring	of	1980	with	a	friend	and	we're	there	at	the	air	show.	And,	of	course,	they	
have	all	the	static	displays	and	stuff.	And	there's	these	guys	in	camouflage	uniforms	carrying	
weapons,	which	at	the	time,	I	didn't	know	what	they	were,	but	it	was	a	little	GAU-5,	CAR-15,	
5.56	ARs.	And	they	had	these	Jeeps,	they	had	these	camouflage	nets	set	up	along	with	
everything	else.	And	they're	wearing	black	berets.	Now	at	this	time,	the	black	berets	were	
approved.	But	that	was	well	before	we	had	the	crest	and	the	flash.	So	they	were	wearing,	at	
the	time,	the	Tactical	Air	Command	crest,	because	that	was	part	of	the	wing,	the	
headquarters	for	the	602nd	Tactical	Air	Control	Wing	which	was	headquartered	at	Davis-
Monthan	at	the	time.	

So	I	went	up	to	the	guys	and	I	started	asking	(I	can't	remember	the	guy's	name,	I	would	
never	remember	it	anyway)	about	what	the	career	field	was.	I'm	scribbling	notes	down	and	
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they	say	275XO.	ROMAD,	Radio	Operator,	Maintainer	and	Driver.	So	I	asked	a	little	bit	about	
it,	and	they	gave	me	a	little	bit	of	details.	And	they	explained	how	they	work	with	the	Army	
or	stationed	mainly	on	Army	installations.	And	that	just	piqued	my	interest.	This	was	a	time	
where	there's	no	internet	or	anything	else,	so	you	can't	easily	go	research	or	anything	like	
that.	So	there	really	wasn't	information	other	than	that.	So	I	had	seen	this,	this	guy,	with	
these	vehicles,	wearing	these	uniforms	with	a	black	beret	out	there	on	display	and	I	said	I'm	
gonna	go	talk	to	my	recruiter	about	that.	So	I	went	to	the	Air	Force	recruiter	that	I'd	been	
dealing	with	and	asked	him,	hey,	do	know	anything	about	this?	He	didn’t	know	anything	
about	the	275XO	career	field,	so	he	started	looking	it	up,	even	though	he	had	never	heard	of	
it	before,	and	he	started	looking	through	the	book	describing	Air	Force	career	fields.	

	

Clay	Christian		

He	read	it	to	me	as	far	as	what	the	job	description	and	stuff	was.	And	he	said,	I	don't	know	
anything	about	it.	I	said,	that's	what	I	want	to	do.	So	at	the	time,	I'm	still	16	years	old.	
Alright,	so	I	had	to	wait.	So	this	would	have	been	spring	of	1980	by	the	time	I	had	talked	to	
recruiters,	just	before	I	finished	my	junior	year	in	high	school.	I	didn't	turn	17	until	18	May	
of	1980.	So	I	had	to	wait	until	after	I	turned	17.	And	my	mom	had	to	sign	for	me	to	be	able	to	
enlist	in	the	Air	Force	under	the	Delayed	Entry	Program.	So	I	did	that	in	June	of	1980.	And	I	
was	still	in	high	school.	But	I	had	enough	credits	where	I	was	going	to	graduate	a	semester	
early.	So	I	basically	did	10	months	of	delayed	entry	to	start	basic	training	in	April	of	1981.	
So	I	finished	high	school,	then	I	had	a	couple	of	months	off	to	wait	after	I	finished	high	
school	in	January,	so	I	took	time	off	just	relaxing	before	I		went	to	basic	training.	

Got	into	basic	training	and	there	were	people,	of	course,	the	TIs,	the	training	instructors	
basically	asking	people	what	were	you	going	to	be	doing	in	the	Air	Force.	When	I	told	them	
what	I	was	doing,	they	didn't	really	have	any	idea	what	it	was	either.	This	is	long	before	the	
career	field	developed	a	selection	process.	This	was	back	when	it	was	open	general,	as	far	as	
the	career	field.	There	were	no	course	assessment	selections,	there	was	nothing	like	that	
then.	It	wasn't	voluntary	for	the	most	part	unless	you,	like	me,	found	out	about	it	and	
basically	enlisted	that	way.	Most	of	the	people	who	were	coming	in	were	basically	just	
hijacked	out	of	basic	training.	One	of	the	guys	that	I	was	in	basic	training	with	ended	up	
going	to	tech	school	with	me	and	actually	went	to	my	first	duty	station	at	Fort	Lewis	with	
me	as	well.	And	he	was	one	of	those	guys,	open	general,	that	just	said,	hey,	I'm	going	in	and	
take	a	chance,	and	that's	what	they	ended	up	becoming.	

So,	I	finished	up	basic	training	in,	I	will	say	late	May	of	1981,	and	of	course	I	get	my	orders	
and	it	basically	says,	your	tech	school	is	at	Auxiliary	Field	Nine…	alright…	Eglin	Air	Force	
Base…	alright.	So	back	then,	even	though	it	had	a	name	as	Hurlburt	Field,	it	was	known	as	
an	Auxiliary	Field	Nine	for	Eglin	Air	Force	Base,	because	there	are	so	many	auxiliary	fields	
dating	back	to	the	Second	World	War	and	so	forth.	So	I	fly	in	(laughs),	I	arrive	at	the	end	of	
the	day,	actually	at	the	time	it	was	at	VPS	at	Valparaiso	Fort	Walton	Beach,	and	I	get	picked	
up	by	two	crusty	old	guys,	a	Master	Sergeant	and	a	Staff	Sergeant.	I	actually	remember	the	
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Master	Sergeant,	a	guy	named	Humphries.	He	wasn't	an	instructor,	he	worked	at	AGOS,	the	
Air	Ground	Operations	School,	right.	And	I’m	a	slick	sleeve,	I	don't	know	anything,	and	end	
up	going	down	there	and	they	take	me	in	and	basically	drop	me	off	at	the	schoolhouse	
barracks,	which	has	since	been	destroyed.	

	

Clay	Christian		

It’s	been	taken	down,	demolished	for	many,	many	years,	but	it	was	straight	across	the	street	
from	where	the	main	gym	is	at	Hurlburt	Field	now,	and	the	main	running	track.	But	I	get	
there	at	the	point	where	I	have	to	wait	to	start	my	class,	right,	so	I	get	there,	this	is	end	of	
May,	the	first	class	I	can	get	into	is	starting	in	July.	So,	basically,	I'm	on	weeds	and	seeds,	just	
mowing	lawns	and	picking	up	trash	and	casual	duty	and	stuff	like	that.	I	did	go	home	on	
leave	back	to	Arizona	for	a	little	bit	while	I	was	there,	but	I	didn't	actually	start	my	class	
until	July	of	1981,	and	the	class	was	Eagle	III.	So	this	would	have	been	the	seventh	class,	
because	they	started	by	order	of…	I	think	it	was	Eagle,	Hawk,	then	Falcon,	if	I	remember	
correctly.		

So	mine	was	the	seventh	class	to	start	there	at	Hurlburt	Field,	of	course	prior	to	that,	
everything	was	at	Keesler	Air	Force	Base	when	the	career	field	had	been	created	before	
they	moved	over	to	Hurlburt,	so	a	lot	of	those	instructors	that	were	there	at	Hurlburt	when	I	
went	through	had	been	at	Keesler,	and	of	course,	they	moved	over	to	Hurlburt.	I	want	to	say	
my	class	size	was	about	maybe	15,	maybe	a	little	bit	more	than	that,	not	much	more	than	
that,	I	don't	think.	And	we	didn't	lose	anybody	in	my	class,	everybody	did	graduate.	At	the	
time,	the	course	was	15	weeks	long,	and	it	was	six	or	seven	blocks,	I	can't	remember.	
Actually,	years	ago,	not	too	long	ago,	but	probably	about	six,	seven	years	ago,	I	actually	
threw	away,	my	original	notes	I	had	and	everything	else	from	tech	school.		I	had	everything,	
all	the	blocks	and	everything	else	was	in	there	and	than	it's	just	one	of	those	things	that	I	
just	said,	I	don't	really	want	this	stuff	anymore.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

A	couple	questions	for	you.	So	one,	were	all	of	your	instructors	at	the	schoolhouse,	were	
they	all	previous	304x4s	that	were	forced	into	275?		

	

Clay	Christian		

Absolutely.	Yes,	they	were.	All	of	them	were	former	304s,	with	the	exception	of	a	couple.	
And	I'll	explain	this.	So	in	context	here,	and	it's	probably	been	talked	about	in	the	past	
multiple	times.	So,	we're	talking	1981,	the	career	field	as	a	whole	was	very	low	manned,	
alright?	As	far	as	the	total	number	of	people	that	were	actually	manning	the	authorized	slots	
was	nowhere	near	what	it	was	supposed	to	be.	So	the	instructor	cadre	at	the	time	for	a	
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couple	of	classes	prior	to	mine,	we're	talking,	maybe	like	Eagle	one,	Eagle	two,	those	type	of	
classes	that	had	gone	through	there,	they	actually	Shanghai’d	at	least	three	students	that	
graduated,	alright	and	made	them	instructors.	One	of	them	is	a	guy	by	the	name	of	Dan	
Guillaume.	So	he	actually	is	retired.	I've	run	into	him	a	while	back,	I	think	he's	out	in	New	
Mexico	somewhere	in	Albuquerque	or	something	last	time	I	talked	to	him	or	something	like	
that.	But	if	you're	able	to	talk	to	him	as	far	as	early	stuff	about	instructors,	he’ll	tell	you	
these	guys	were	A1Cs	that	were	instructors	at	the	schoolhouse.	But	other	than	that,	yes,	
everybody	had	been	a	prior	304,	and	as	far	as	I	know,	there	wasn't	any	other	AFSCs	that	had	
crossed	over	anything	like	that.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	did	it	feel	like	it	was	still	a	work	in	progress,	like	they	were	still	figuring	out	how	to	run	
the	schoolhouse,	or	did	it	feel	like	a	curriculum	that	was	pretty	set?	

	

Clay	Christian		

They	had	a	curriculum	that	was	pretty	set,	at	least	in	my	perspective,	as	far	as	the	block	
construction,	the	equipment,	everything	else	that	was	there.	But	it	was	just	a	matter	of	the	
career	field	was	just	so	new	that	it	was	still	going	to	be	growing,	we	didn't	even	know	it	was	
going	to	be	evolving,	as	far	as	being	young	kids	coming	through	and	stuff	like	that.	But	we	
did	have	a	lot	of	espirit	de	corps.	So,	even	back	then,	it	was	basically	gung-ho	all	the	way.	
Weak	fall	by	the	wayside.	All	stuff	that	was	going	on	back	then,	we're	talking	1981.	So,	all	
the	heritage	and	stuff	dates	back,	that	far,	at	least	from	my	personal	experience,	as	far	as	
going	through	tech	school.	So	that	stuff	was	already	there.	And	basically,	had	already	
morphed,	or	solidified,	I	guess	they	should	say.	But	as	far	as	curriculum	wise,	it	was	set.	
Now,	of	course,	it	changed	over	years.	I'll	talk	about	it	later	when	I’m	talking	about	going	
back	as	an	instructor	myself.	But	yeah,	it	was	pretty	good.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	did	you	understand	that	as	a	young	Airman	that	hey	this	is	a	pretty	new	career	field?	
Did	you	understand	how	it	came	to	be	and	why	it	existed?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	so	prior	to	getting	there?	No.	Now	maybe	the	individual	I	talked	to	at	the	air	show	in	
Tucson	that	basically	got	me	into	the	career	field,	he	may	have	mentioned	some	stuff	about	
it,	but	I	can't	remember.	It	was	only	when	you	get	to	the	schoolhouse	they	started	talking	
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about	how	the	career	field	had	basically	changed	from	being	radio	maintainers	to	basically	
ROMADs,	Radio	Operators	Maintainers	and	Drivers,	and	that	was	the	emphasis	on	it.	So	of	
course,	at	that	time	we	had	no	ETACs,	Enlisted	Terminal	Attack	Controllers,	or	JTACs,	Joint	
Terminal	Attack	Controllers,	but	it	was	talked	about.	In	our	last	block	of	instruction	I	
remember	was	a	block	where	we	did	CAS	(Close	Air	Support)	mission	planning	and	we	did	
go	out	to	the	range	on	Eglin	and	we	at	that	time,	we're	talking	1981,	actually	got	a	chance	to	
talk	to	F4s	under	the	supervision	of	a	rated	officer	that	was	actually	at	the	tower	that	we	
were	dealing	with.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	that	was	during	the	schoolhouse?	Wow!	

	

Clay	Christian		

That	was	not	something	that	was	necessarily	solidified	within	the	schedules.	It	was	just	like	
one	of	those	ad	hoc	things.	It	was	like,	I	think,	hey,	we	got	this	ability,	this	freed	up	asset	
that's	out	here.	We're	going	to	take	you	up	the	range,	get	you	a	chance	because	you	did	this	
CAS	mission	planning	stuff,	now	we're	going	to	actually	do	it	and	show	you	some	stuff.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

That	must	have	been	pretty	awesome	as	a	young	airman.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah	it	was,	the	first	time	trying	to	talk	to	an	airplane,	it	was	fun	and	interesting	at	the	same	
time,	but	also	things	morphed	over	the	decades	of	course.	Back	then,	everything	was	
basically	high	threat	tactics.	So	aircraft	were	coming	in	either	off	the	left	or	right	hand	offset	
45	degrees	off	the	target	and	you	know	that	during	the	nine	line	brief.	And	when	they	did	
the	pop-up,	you	knew	to	look	left	or	right	45	degrees	and	that's	where	you're	looking	for	the	
aircraft	to	do	the	pop.	And	when	they	pop-up	there,	you	can	see	them.	If	you've	been	out	to	
Hurlburt	or	out	at	Eglin	Range	with	the	pine	trees	and	stuff,	that's	how	low	those	fighters	
would	get.	You	get	enough	time	to	know	that	the	aircraft	is	coming	in	and	then	it’s	in	a	pop-
up	and	then	you	see	it	and	you've	got	just	a	few	seconds	to	try	to	get	the	nose	on	the	target	
area.	So	yeah,	it	was	interesting.		

But	yeah,	that	was	my	experience	as	far	as	tech	school.	I	graduated	the	first	week	of	
November.	I	was	an	honor	grad,	so	I	was	one	of	the	top	ones	in	class	to	finish	up	the	school.	
At	the	time	you	didn't	get	any	preference	on	your	first	assignment,	it	was	arbitrary.	
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Basically	the	needs	of	the	Air	Force	came	first.	I	was	hoping	for	something	West	Coast.	Of	
course,	West	Coast	at	that	time,	the	Air	Force,	1981,	the	West	Coast	presence	was	a	lot	
larger	than	today.	So	on	the	West	Coast,	you	had	basically	7th	Infantry	Division	at	Fort	Ord	
in	California	and	I	ended	up	getting	9th	Infantry	Division	at	Fort	Lewis,	Washington.	There	
were	some	guys	in	my	class	who	did	have	an	opportunity	to	volunteer	for	jump	school.		

We	had	two	of	our	guys	that	actually	did	volunteer	and	go	to	jump	school.	One	ended	up	
went	up	to	the	82nd	at	Bragg,	Dan	Hanneken.	And	then	John	Thorpe	was	another	buddy	of	
mine.	He	ended	up	coming	out	to	the	Rangers	after	he	finished	up.	But	at	the	time	of	course,	
there	was	no	survival	school	or	anything	like	that	as	far	as	going	through.	So,	everything	
was	in	house	as	far	as	training	for	that.	So	basically,	I	get	my	orders	and	with	a	report	date	
of	no	later	than	I	think,	end	of	December	or	middle	of	December	of	1981.	I	go	back	out	to	
Arizona	to	take	leave	en	route.	And	then	I	had	my	first	car,	which	was	a	1964	VW	Bug.	And	I	
drove	that	from	Tucson,	Arizona,	all	the	way	up	the	West	Coast,	all	the	way	to	Fort	Lewis,	
Washington	outside	Tacoma.	I	got	there	about	middle	of	December,	maybe	a	little	bit	
earlier.	It	was	definitely	before	Christmas.	And	that	was	a	culture	shock	as	far	as	
environment.	Not	the	unit,	okay?	Just	the	location,	all	right?	So	if	you've	been	up	to	Fort	
Lewis,	if	you	like	rain,	that's	great.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

A	little	different	than	Arizona.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yes,	especially	when	you	get	there	in	December,	all	right,	it's	dark	as	shit	because	the	sun	is	
going	down	early.	During	summertime	the	sun's	up	til	like	10	o'clock	at	night.	But	during	
the	wintertime,	it	gets	dark	early,	it's	dreary,	it's	rainy.	I	overcame	that	because	I'm	a	big	
outdoors	guy.	So	I	was	hiking	and	backpacking	the	Olympics	and	skiing	in	the	Cascade’s.	I	
got	my	scuba	certification	while	I	was	there.	So	I	did	a	lot	of	outdoor	stuff.		

But	going	back	to	the	unit,	so	the	unit	that	I	was	assigned	to	was	Detachment	6,	602nd	
Tactical	Air	Control	Wing.	So	I	mentioned	the	602nd	TAIRCW	is	at	Davis	Monthan.	So	that's	
our	headquarters.	Then	you	had	the	detachments.	So	these	different	divisions	were	
detachments.	So	Det	6	basically	supported	the	9th	Infantry	Division.	And	our	compound	
was	right	next	to	Gray	Army	Airfield.	It	was	an	old	Army	fire	station	that	we	basically	
converted	over	to	office	space.	And	then	we	had	some	trailers	that	we	had	out	there	for	
offices.	And	of	course,	we	have	a	whole	bunch	of	overhead	shelters	where	we	have	our	
vehicles.	So	when	we	were	trained	in	tech	school,	of	course	we	were	trained	in	driving	the	
M151	jeeps,	okay,	and	the	radio	pallets,	which	either	was	a	Mark	107	or	Mark	108	(MRC:	
Mobile	Radio	Communications)	radio	pallet,	just	a	little	variation	difference	as	far	as	the	
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setup	configuration	on	the	radios.	All	the	radio	pallets	we	had	at	Fort	Lewis	were	Mark	
107s.	

So	I	get	there.	And	I'm	basically	staying	in	billeting	and	my	supervisor	at	the	time	is	Ben	
Johnson,	who	was	a	Senior	Airman	as	my	supervisor.	It	was	pretty	new	to	him	as	well	as	far	
as	having	somebody	to	have	to	supervise.	He	gets	me	set	up	and	stuff	like	that.	So	my	first	
impressions	of	being	in	a	unit	as	a	first	unit	were	really	good,	right,	because	they	took	care	
of	me.	They	met	me	there,	got	set	up,	got	my	gear.	I	was	actually	initially	assigned	to	First	
Brigade,	Second	Battalion	39th	Mechanized	Infantry	Regiment.	So	it	was	a	mech	unit.	So	mix	
of	infantry	and	M-113	APC,	Armored	Personnel	Carriers.	So	I	spent	some	time	doing	
exercises	and	stuff	with	this	unit.	And	I	mentioned	that	basically,	that	our	career	field	was	
very	low	manned.	It	actually	was	that	way	for	the	most	part	of	my	first	10	years.	It	was	
always	chronic	critical,	as	far	as	the	manpower,	but	to	give	you	an	idea	how	bad	the	
manning	was,	at	least	in	our	detachment.	So	like	my	first	major	exercise	that	I	went	with	out	
with	this	battalion	was	out	at	Yakima	Firing	Center	on	the	eastern	side	of	Washington	State.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	think	High	Plains	Desert,	right.	And	normally,	you	would	think	you	would	have	a	couple	
of	ROMADS,	and	you	would	have	at	least	one	officer	because	at	the	time	you're	supposed	to	
have	an	officer	and	a	lot	of	times	they	were	supposed	to	be	BALOs.	Basically,	Battalion	Air	
Liaison	Officers	coming	out	of	TAC	(Tactical	Air	Command)	attached	to	a	Tactical	Air	
Support	Squadron,	but	a	lot	of	times	they	didn't	come	and	play.	So	we	never	really	got	to	see	
any	of	that	augmentation	as	far	as	the	officers.	So	our	brigade	had	one	Captain	that	was	for	
the	entire	brigade,	a	Captain.		

So	for	the	battalions?	Guess	how	many	Air	Force	people	were	there	in	a	battalion?	Yeah,	me	
as	an	E3.	Okay,	so	I	don't	know	squat,	alright?	So	I'm	trying	to	do	my	best.	The	Army	was	
great.	I	never	had	any	issues	with	the	deal	as	far	as	the	Commanders	or	Sergeant	Majors	or	
anybody	had	we	dealt	with	as	far	as	fire	supporters	or	anything	like	that.	They	understood	
the	issues	and	stuff	like	that.	So	they	were	supportive	of	it.	So	we	just	did	the	best	we	could.	
Prior	to	going	out	on	this	exercise,	of	course,	I	had	to	get	basically	rated	as	far	as	getting	my	
CMR	rating,	mission	readiness	rating.	So	that	was	basically	a	lot	of	stuff	as	far	as	land	
navigation,	radio	communications,	all	the	different	things	you're	supposed	to	be	able	to	do	
out	of	tech	school.	They're	basically	signing	you	off	these	things.	And	then,	for	the	next	year	
plus,	I	was	also	in	five	level	upgrade	training,	CDCs,	career	development,	that	sort	of	thing.	
So	at	the	same	time	I	was	doing	this	I	was	supporting	Army	exercises	as	well.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	you	are	alone	as	an	A1C	advising	a	battalion	commander?		
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Clay	Christian		

Yes.	There	wasn't	a	whole	lot	of	advising	going	on.	As	an	A1C,	I've	been	in	the	service	
literally,	when	I	went	to	this	exercise,	was	literally	like	a	week	after	my	one	year	
anniversary	of	being	in	the	service.	I	had	just	pinned	on	E3.	So,	yeah,	I	didn't	know	squat.	
But	you	go	with	what	you	can	and	try	and	support	them	the	best	you	can	as	far	as	putting	in	
requests	for	air,	stuff	like	that	that's	going	on.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	I	have	a	question	about	the	structure	at	the	time.	You	said	there	was	only	one	officer	per	
brigade,	assuming	that	was	a	captain.	Usually,	who	was	that	guy?	Was	he	a	fighter	pilot	that	
was	on	a	two-year	assignment?	And	I'm	assuming	the	same	could	be	said	for	the	squadron	
commander	and	the	DO	(Director	of	Operations).	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	alright.	So	our	detachment,	basically,	we	did	have	a	Corps.	I	Corps	was	there,	the	Army	
still	had	I	Corps.	So	we	not	only	had	a	Division,	we	also	had	a	Corps	headquarters	there.	So	
actually,	our	detachment	was	commanded	by	an	O-6.	So	it	was	a	detachment,	but	still	our	
ranking	guy	was	an	O-6.	Everybody	else,	as	far	as	Division,	the	ALOs,	were	Lieutenant	
Colonels	and	Majors,	as	far	as	DO's	and	things	like	that.	All	those	the	Majors,	Lieutenant	
Colonels,	and	even	that	O-6,	we're	talking	about	were	Vietnam	era	fighter	pilots.	There	was	
one	backseater,	WSO	guy.	I	don't	know	if	you	guys	ever	heard	of	him,	Buddy	Knox,	Colonel	
Buddy	Knox.	He	did	ALO	tours	at	Lewis,	than	I	was		with	him	at	JSOC,	when	I	was	there.	He	
was	also	the	deputy	commander	for	the	617th	ASOG	(Air	Support	Operations	Group)	in	
Germany,	when	I	was	in	Italy.	And	I	think	he	went	on	someplace	else	afterwards	from	there.	
So	he	did	several	tours,	but	that's	the	only	WSO,	weapons	systems	officer,	that	we	had,	that	I	
remember.	Everybody	else	were	all	fighter	pilots,	everyone.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	did	you	ever	have	like	a	Bronco	guy	or	anyone	who	had	done	the	airborne	FAC	
mission?	
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Clay	Christian		

In	that	instance,	we	never	had	any.	They	were	all	either	F-111,	F-4,	maybe	old	Thud	pilots,	
things	like	that.	What	they	were	doing,	like	I	mentioned,	was	doing	a	two	or,	maybe	a	three	
year	tour,	which	they	did	so	that	they	could	get	their	next	fighter,	because	if	they	
volunteered	as	an	ALO	that	put	them	up	higher	as	far	as	the	ranking	to	switch	airframes	and	
go	to	an	F-16	or	an	F-15C.	Those	were	the	two	main	aircraft	they	were	thinking	about	that	
they	were	flying	in	the	early	80s	as	far	as	going	into,	or	an	A-10.	So	that's	what	they	were	
doing.	They're	coming	in	and	doing	their	due	diligence.	Some	of	them	are	great	guys	for	the	
most	part,	but	than	they	were	gone	and	they	were	going	to	another	airframe.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Right.	Did	that	feel	awkward?	Or	were	you	too	young	to	realize?	That’s	a	weird	leadership	
position	for	the	ROMADs.	

	

Clay	Christian		

It	was,	but	coming	in,	that's	like,	okay,	this	is	the	way	it	is.	All	right.	So	I	don't	know	any	
better.	That's	the	way	it	is.	And	that's	the	way	it's	going	to	be,	as	far	as	we're	in	there.	So	the	
continuity	was	basically	going	to	be	all	your	NCOs	that	are	carrying	on	stuff	from	within	a	
brigade,	battalion,	or	within	the	entire	unit	itself,	that	were	carrying	on	any	continuity	in	the	
career	field.	And	we	had	some	great	senior	NCOs.	Our	Chief	was	a	guy	named	Gene	Kemper,	
Chief	Kemper.	He	had	been	in	the	Navy	as	a	Submariner.	Then	he	got	in	the	Air	Force	as	a	
radio	maintainer,	as	a	304.	And	then	basically	was	one	of	those	guys	that	got	caught	up	and	
went	over	and	became	a	275.	But	all	the	senior	NCOs	again,	even	the	brigade	NCOIC,	they	
were	all	304s.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	was	your	relationship	with	the	Army	pretty	tight?	With	your	battalion?	Did	they	know	
you?	Were	you	with	them	often?	

	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	not	that	particular	battalion.	Not	as	much	as	what	happened	later.	So	I	ended	up	at	the	
unit	in	December	of	1981.	I	did	a	few	exercises	in	1982	to	include	going	down	to	Panama	to	
jungle	warfare	school	with	the	battalion	that	I	was	basically	aligned	with	in	late	1982	and	
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ended	up	meeting	up	with	a	bunch	of	guys	that	were	at	another	Air	Force	base	that	were	
ROMADs	over	there	as	well.	But	once	I	got	back,	a	thing	happened	and	it	had	to	be	probably	
late	1982	or	right	at	the	beginning	in	1983.		

Tactical	Air	Command,	the	forerunner	of	ACC	(Air	Combat	Command),	basically	put	out	a	
message	about	the	low	manpower.	The	airborne	contingent	was	even	shorter	as	far	as	the	
number	of	bodies	that	were	able	to	fill	the	82nd,	Rangers,	or	any	other	units	that	were	out	
there	that	were	actually	filling	airborne	billets.	So	they	put	a	message	out	asking	for	
volunteers	to	go	to	jump	school	at	Fort	Benning.	So	I	raised	my	hand	because	I	wanted	to	go	
to	jump	school.	So	I	ended	up	going	to	Benning	jump	school	in	April	of	1983.	So	I've	been	at	
the	unit	for	less	than	a	year	and	a	half	at	that	point.	But	I	got	picked	up	for	airborne	by	
basically	volunteering.	They	said,	yeah,	that's	right,	you’re	good	to	go.	And	then	I	finish	up	
jump	school,	come	back	and	I	get	assigned	to	the	2nd	Ranger	Battalion	to	work	with	and	
support	them.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Did	you	expect	that	or	were	you	were	you	interested	in	that?	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	kind	of	did	because	at	that	time	that	detachment	not	only	supported	9th	Infantry	Division	
and	I	Corps,	but	also	2nd	Battalion	Rangers,	all	right,	so	all	that	entire	detachment	was	there	
to	support	those	different	units.		

I'll	talk	about	that	in	a	second.	So,	I	knew	if	I	go	to	jump	school	and	come	back,	yeah,	I'm	
gonna	be	supporting	the	Rangers.	Now,	I	wasn't	the	primary	okay	because	we	had	some	of	
the	guys	who	were	already	primaries	at	the	time.	Jackie	Wallace	was	one	of	the	primaries,	
John	Naeole,	and	Jeff	Staha	who	got	out	of	our	career	field	as	enlisted,	went	officer,	then	
became	a	STO	(Special	Tactics	Officer),	then	he	retired	as	an	O-6	six	or	seven	years	ago.	So	
those	were	all	the	primary	ones	that	were	there	and	then	later	on	Keith	Ingram	and	of	
course	the	buddy	of	mine	went	who	through	school	with	me	was	John	Thorpe.	He	was	there	
too.	So	myself	and	then	later	on,	Randy	Long.	I'll	mention	him	a	few	other	times	because	we	
were	stationed	together	several	times,	we	also	ended	up	working	with	the	Rangers,	but	that	
was	short-lived	for	the	both	of	us.		

We	were	doing	this	for	a	year	off	and	on	as	far	as	supporting	stuff,	but	what	happened	in	the	
interim,	our	Corps	ALO,	and	in	conjunction	with	the	Division	ALO,	were	talking	with	the	9th	
Infantry	Division	leadership	about	what	was	at	the	time	called	a	high-technology	testbed.	So	
the	Division	tested	a	lot	of	new	weapons,	technology,	equipment,	vehicles,	and	stuff	like	
that.	Well,	they	decided	that	they	were	going	to	reestablish	a	LRS	Company,	a	long-range	
reconnaissance	company.	So,	it	was	a	Company	of	airborne	scouts.	So	that	goes	back	to	
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patrols	in	Vietnam.	And	they	needed	the	Air	Force	to	be	able	to	support	this	LRS	Company,	
but	nobody	was	qualified	at	that	point.	A	couple	of	us	were	jump	qualified,	so	that	made	us	
the	most	ready.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	we	basically	went	through	this	scout	indoctrination	program.	It	was	only	a	three	week	
program	with	this	Company	when	they	stood	up.	So	we	were	there	from	the	ground	when	
they	set	it	up	and	we	went	through	the	program,	then	we	started	doing	exercises	with	them.	
So	we	were	embedded,	and	the	patrols	were	five	man	patrols	so	I	was	one	of	the	five	that	
was	on	a	five-man	LRS	patrol	for	the	exercises.	So	we	do	things	like	Yakima.	We	jump	in,	and	
in	the	summertime,	so	it's	hot	as	hell,	it's	high	desert,	you're	not	getting	resupply	probably	
for	about	a	week	so	most	of	the	ruck	weight	is	water	weight	that	you're	carrying.	

We	did	another	one	in	Gowen	Field,	Idaho,	which	is	outside	of	Mountain	Home	in	the	
winter,	in	January.	If	you	ever	been	up	there	in	the	snow	near	the	Snake	River,	it's	cold	and	
miserable	shit.	They	dropped	us	off.	We	were	supposed	to	jump	in,	but	the	weather	was	so	
bad	that	we	couldn't	make	the	jump	so	they	had	to	truck	us	in	and	they	dropped	us	off.	The	
movement	was	basically	planned	for	over	10	days,	over	120	Klicks,	in	the	winter	with	one	
resupply.	You're	basically	traveling	at	night	and	doing	a	hide	site	during	the	daytime.	But	
we're	providing	communications.	You	had	asked	earlier	about	what	comm	stuff	we	were	
using.	So,	for	UHF	it	was	a	PRC-66	for	our	basic	single	radio	that	we	used	as	far	as	portables	
because	at	this	time,	anything	portable	means	not	vehicles.	Then	of	course	the	PRC-104	is	
for	HF	and	PRC-77	is	FM.		

So	because	the	9th	Infantry	Division	was	doing	high	technology	test-bed,	they	were	doing	a	
lot	of	tests	with	a	lot	of	equipment	as	well,	as	far	as	long-range	long-haul	HF	
communications.	So	we	weren't	using	104s,	we	were	using	the	Army's	equipment,	but	we	
were	trained	on	it.	We	were	also	using	one-time	DIANA	burn	pads	to	do	all	the	coding	and	
stuff.	We	weren't	using	crypto	equipment	so	it	was	basically	one-time	pads	and	encoding	
everything	and	sending	it	before	destroying	the	pad	as	it's	flash	paper	so	it	just	burns	up.	
But	that’s	when	I	was	doing	a	lot	of	the	exercises	and	getting	more	involved	with	the	Army	
counterparts	on	a	consistent	basis,	working	with	them,	and	got	really	close.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	so,	it's	interesting	because	guys,	based	on	where	they	were,	had	such	a	different	
experience.	And	it	sounds	like	in	your	first	few	years	of	being	a	TACP,	or	being	a	ROMAD,	
you	are	getting	after	it.	You	are	doing	difficult	things	pretty	frequently.	Was	that	training	
pretty	much	generated	in-house?	I	don't	imagine	the	Air	Force	had	much	of	a	say	on	what	
training	you	were	doing.	
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Clay	Christian		

It	was	more	self-motivation	on	the	individual,	at	least	speaking	for	myself.	I	took	every	
opportunity	I	could	to	find	things	where	I	could	go	train.	One	of	the	first	things	I	did	as	far	as	
going	up	there	was	go	up	to	the	9th	Infantry	Division’s	winter	training	camp	and	summer	
training	camp	up	in	the	Cascade	Mountains.	So	they	had	a	winter	course	and	a	summer	
course.	So	winter	taught	you	skiing.	I	never	knew	how	to	ski.	So	of	course,	if	you	ever	ski	on	
military	skis,	if	you	can	ski	on	those,	you	can	ski	on	anything.	So	downhill	and	cross	country,	
also	survival	type	stuff	as	far	as	up	there.	I	did	the	summer	course	with	them.	I	actually	was	
selected	to	go	to	the	instructor	course,	so	I	became	a	mountaineering	instructor	while	I	was	
there.		

Of	course,	I	went	to	jump	school	while	I	was	there.	I	went	to	jungle	warfare	school	down	in	
Panama	while	I	was	there.	So	I	got	my	jungle	expert	badge	while	I	was	there	for	that.	So	any	
opportunity	I	could	find,	I	would	volunteer	or	went	out	and	get	it	to	include	competitions.	I	
was	in	the	first	TACP,	I	call	it	TACP,	the	first	ROMAD	competition,	if	you	want	to	call	it	that,	
or	275	competition,	in	1983,	right	after	Grenada	had	occurred.	So	four	of	us	were	on	that	
team.	Myself,	John	Naeole,	John	Thorpe	and	Randy	Long,	right?	So	we	were	the	four	man	
team	out	of	Lewis	that	did	that.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

What	did	you	call	that	competition?	

	

Clay	Christian		

It	was	275,	it	was	275XO	competition.	I	don't	know	if	I	still	have	the	t-shirt	because	I	saved	
some	of	that	stuff.	I	have	to	pull	it	out.	It	was,	I	want	to	say,	the	Worldwide	275XO	
competition.	Whether	it	said	ROMADS	on	it	or	not,	I	can't	remember	on	the	t-shirt.	Yeah,	so	
I'd	have	to	pull	out	some	of	the	stuff	I	had	as	far	as	the	damn	trophies	since	I	had	them	
boxed	up.	I	did	another	competition,	which	was	the	602nd	Wing	one	in	December	1983.	We	
actually	did	the	Worldwide	first	and	then	I	ended	up	going	out	to	Tucson,	did	that	one,	and	
won	first	place	there.	We	won,	I	think	third	place	on	the	nav	team	at	the	first	Worldwide	
comp.	I	won	second	place	in	the	comp	on	the	obstacle	course.	I'm	pretty	sure	there	was	a	
couple	of	different	awards	we	ended	up	getting	out	there.	So	yeah,	that	was	self-motivation.	
It	wasn't	that	way	necessarily	for	every	person,	nor	the	unit	necessary	pushing	the	training	
for	everybody.	
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Nathan	Bachand		

And	so	you	had	mentioned	Grenada.	So	Grenada	happened,	there	were	some	enlisted	guys	
like	Robert	Scott	who	had	controlled	in	combat	at	Grenada.	Was	that	at	the	forefront	of	the	
young	enlisted	guys'	mind	at	the	time?	Was	there	an	interest	in	becoming	very	proficient	at	
controlling,	or	was	it	even	in	the	mindset	of	most	young	guys	to	start	controlling	close	air	
support	without	the	supervision	of	an	ALO?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Again,	it	was	individual	dependent.	Myself,	just	because	I've	wanted	to	do	that	stuff,	I	looked	
for	opportunities	to	be	able	to	do	it.	So,	I	mentioned	that	we	had	a	good	cadre	of	ALOs	that	
basically	encouraged	us	to	say,	hey	I'll	be	there,	not	only	for	over	the	shoulder	controlling,	
but	to	allow	us	to	be	able	to	get	on	the	mic	and	actually	control.	So,	I	got	a	good	opportunity	
to	control	quite	a	bit	when	I	was	doing	this	stuff.	Grenada	wise,	even	before	that,	yes,	we	
were	trained	and	able	to	do	stuff,	basically	under	the	supervision	of	an	ALO	that	was	there.	
Even	the	ALOs	said	hey,	we	may	not	always	be	there.	So,	they	would	train	us	so	that	we	
would	be	able	to	handle	it.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Essentially,	it	sounds	like	it	was	on	the	mind,	but	it	wasn't	necessarily	like	hey,	this	is	what	
we	do,	this	is	what	we're	training	to.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Correct,	not	at	that	time,	that	wasn't	our	primary	skill	set,	per	se.	It	was	still	radio	support,	
more	than	anything	else.	Although	we	were	trained	to	do	it	in	the	eventuality,	because	we	
knew	that,	hey,	when	it	came	to	the	Soviet	Union	if	the	balloon	went	up,	we	would	have	to	
be	out	there,	and	we're	going	to	be	in	that	chair	to	actually	have	to	take	care	of	that	stuff.	So	
yeah.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

How	often	were	you	actually	able	to	train	with	some	fixed	wing?		
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Clay	Christian		

Oh,	yeah.	Yeah	I	did.	I	controlled	A-10s,	F-4s.	So	don't	want	to	get	too	far	down	in	the	weeds	
and	stuff.	One	ALO,	the	brigade	ALO,	he	had	said,	Hey,	Clay,	we've	got	this	trip,	supporting	
this	battalion,	one	of	our	9th	ID	battalions	that's	going	down	to	Pendleton,	Camp	Pendleton,	
the	Marine	Corps	base.	And	there's	gonna	be	some	air.	Can	you	go	down	and	control	it?	I'm	
going,	Ah,	okay.	And	at	this	time,	I'm	still	an	A1C.	I	might	have	been	a	Senior	Airman.	I	
actually	don't	think	I	was	a	Senior	Airman.	I	still	think	I	was	an	A1C	at	that	time.	And	I	said,	
okay,	I'll	go	down.		

And	so	I	flew	down	with	a	PRC	66	radio.	And	was	going	to	be	controlling	some	Marine	A-4s.	
And	it	was	going	to	be	hot,	on	a	live	range.	So	live	drops.	And,	I've	done	A-10s,	a	couple	of	
aircraft	and	stuff	like	that.	We	would	do	stuff	with	F-111s	out	of	Mountain	Home,	at	Yakima	
firing	range.	They	come	and	drop	Mark	82s.	So	I've	done	live	stuff	before.	But	I	didn't	
know…	I	was	not	smart	enough	to	know	things	like,	Hey,	when	you	go	into	a	new	place,	
you're	supposed	to	go	to	range	control	and	get	signed	off	on	all	the	range	procedures,	and	
make	sure	that	you're	good	to	go	for	that	particular	range	before	you	actually	go	out	there	
and	do	stuff.	No,	I	went	right	out	there.	I	got	my	ass	chewed	by	the	Marine	Corps	about	that.	
As	far	as	that,	I	didn’t	know	better.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	so	it	was	a	learning	process.	But	yes,	I	did.	I	did	get	quite	a	bit	of	chances	to	do	some	
controls	out	there.	So	one	of	the	things	I	wanted	would	have	been	pursuing	a	lot	of	
professional	development.	And	so	I	started	getting	interested	in	thinking	about	going	to	
become	an	instructor.	I	was	getting	closer	at	that	point	of	being	able	to	basically	sew	on	E4.	
And	they're	accepting	E4s	at	the	schoolhouse.	In	fact,	when	I	had	gone	and	participated	in	
the	first	worldwide	competition,	I	talked	to	a	couple	of	instructors.	So	this	would	have	been	
October	83.	And	they	said,	yeah,	put	your	paperwork	in.	It	was	basically	a	volunteer	package	
you	put	in	to	Tactical	Air	Command	headquarters,	and	then	they	would	make	the	decision.		

So	I	went	and	put	it	in,	got	my	supervisors	letters	of	recommendations,	photo,	and	all	my	
EPRs.	Back	then	they	were	the	Airman	Performance	Reports.	And,	lo	and	behold,	I	got	
selected	to	go	ahead	and	become	an	instructor.	So	this	would	have	been…	I	put	in	the	
package	in	early	84	and	got	basically	picked	up	with	an	assignment	to	report	there	in	
October	of	1984.	So	I	did	just	less	than	three	years	at	Lewis	before	punching	out	and	go	on	
to	Hurlburt	and	becoming	a	tech	school	instructor.	And	I	spent	about	4	years	down	there.	I	
was	not	in,	at	the	time,	ATC	Air	Training	Command,	which	became	Air	Education	Training	
Command	later	on.		

So	there	were	two	different	pools	of	instructors.	You	had	Air	Training	Command,	and	you	
had	Tactical	Air	Command,	or	now	ACC,	Air	Combat	Command	instructors,	because	the	TAC	
guys	were	assigned	and	worked	for	AGOS,	Air	Ground	Operations	School,	think	basically	the	
Joint	Firepower	Control	Course,	but	they	were	up	at	the	schoolhouse.	So	we	had	a	
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combination	of	Air	Training	Command	and	TAC	instructors	that	worked	at	the	schoolhouse	
under	supervisors	that	were	ATC.	All	right,	they	may	have	been	TAC	as	well,	but	there	was	a	
pool	of	both	that	were	working	at	the	schoolhouse,	so	it	wasn't	just	one.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Which	of	them	owned	the	schoolhouse?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Schoolhouse	was	owned	by	ATC,	so	it	was	detachment	1,	3400	Technical	Training	Group	out	
of	Keesler.	So	it	was	still	owned	by	the	Schoolhouse,	but	we	were	on	loan.	So	I	was	on	jump	
status,	because	none	of	the	instructors	that	were	with	ATC	were	on	jump	status.	The	only	
jump	billets	were	down	at	AGOS	at	the	Air	Ground	Operations	School	and	not	all	of	them,	of	
course.	So	luckily,	when	I	got	there	I	got	to	fill	one.	My	assignment	back	then	was	P275	
before	J's	ever	came	out	or	anything	like	that.	So	I	was	in	a	jump	billet	from	when	I	started	
jump	school	in	1983	and	was	on	jump	status	20	years,	continuous,	until	2003.	I	never	had	a	
lapse	from	the	time	I	went	to	Benning	until	I	retired.	So	I	lucked	out	as	far	as	being	on	jump	
status	the	entire	time.	At	least	in	those	days.		

So	I	went	to	Keesler	to	attend	the	instructor	course	that	they	had.	Took	some	more	
opportunities,	went	to	several	more	courses	while	I	was	there,	as	far	as	both	instructor	
ones,	because	I	got	my	master	instructor	rating.	Also	completed	a	couple	of	Community	
College	of	the	Air	Force	degrees,	went	to	water	survival,	land	survival	school,	anything	and	
everything	I	could	pick	up	along	the	way	I'd	actually	do.	And	I	was	teaching	as	the	primary	
instructor	for	block	two,	which	was	the	survival	and	E&E	(Escape	&	Evasion)	block	that	we	
used	to	do.	Because	at	that	time	we	still	weren't	going	to	survival	school,	Air	Force	survival	
school.	I	also	taught	the	GRC-206	course,	as	far	as	for	the	pallet	training,	when	we	finally	
went	from	the	jeeps	to	the	Humvees	and	put	the	GRC-206	pallet	in.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	was	the	GRC-206	the	default	comm	pallet	for	the	Humvees?	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	think	that	was	a	transition	when	we	from	went	from	the	M-151,	okay,	the	MRCs,	then	we	
had	the	slick	151s	that	didn't	have	a	pallet	so	we'd	just	drive	around.	But	then	we	also	had	
the	CUCVs,	which	was	a	Chevy	blazer,	but	it	didn’t	have	a	pallet.	It	might	have	had	a	PRC-77	
or	something	like	that	with	the	amplifier	but	that'd	be	about	the	extent	of	the	radio	you'd	
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have	in	there.	And	then	of	course	we	got	the	Hummer	family	and	went	to	the	GRC-206	radio	
pallet.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

The	GRC-206	had	a	long	life	span.	The	last	GRC-206	system	I	ever	saw	was	in	2018.	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	think	the	first	course	would	have	been	probably	about	86-ish	is	when	we	started	teaching	
the	course.	So	it	was,	yeah,	at	the	time,	state	of	the	art	for	what	we	were	going	with.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	you	were	able	to	still	just	keep	getting	after	it	while	you're	at	the	schoolhouse.	Did	you	
have	any	idea	that	that	would	lead	you	to	a	very	unique	opportunity	after	that?	

	

Clay	Christian		

No,	I	just	did	it	because	that's	what	I	wanted	to	do.	And	when	I	was	at	Lewis,	I	wasn't	sure	
whether	I	was	going	to	get	out	after	one	enlistment,	but	when	I	got	picked	up	for	instructor,	
I	said,	I'm	going	to	go	ahead	and	extend.	I	didn't	re-enlist	at	that	time.	I	went	and	extended	
until	I	got	down	to	Hurlburt	and	when	I	got	down	there	and	liked	it	enough	and	said,	okay,	
I'm	going	to	go	ahead	and	re-enlist,	which	was	my	first	re-enlistment	bonus.	I	only	got	two.	
So	not	like	what	the	guys	were	getting,	up	to	at	least	three	or	four	years	ago	or	right	now,	as	
far	as	re-enlistment	bonuses.	Yeah,	so	I	was	just	doing	stuff	and	I	liked	it	enough	that	I	
wanted	to	keep	going	and	pursuing	opportunities,	which	basically	led	to	Joint	
Communications	Unit	at	JSOC.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

How	did	that	come	about?	Because	it	seems	like	that's	pretty	early	in	the	career	field	to	get	
an	opportunity	to	go	to	JSOC.	
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Clay	Christian		

Yeah.	So	this	will	have	been	1988.	All	right.	This	would	have	been	in	the	summer	of	88,	
probably	May-ish,	maybe	June	at	the	latest.	Might	even	have	been	a	little	bit	earlier	than	
that.	I	had	never	heard	of	JSOC,	never	heard	of	Joint	Communications	Unit,	which	is	within	
the	compound	at	JSOC.	So	what	happened	was	Chip	Burgess,	who	was	an	instructor	at	the	
schoolhouse	with	me,	somehow,	I	don't	remember	exactly	how	he	got	the	info,	but	he	
somehow	got	into	the	recruitment	program,	and	we	both	got	recruited.		

So	the	JCU	commander	came	down	from	Bragg	to	do	an	in-person	interview	and	PT	test.	So	
at	the	time,	when	we're	talking	about	this,	the	first	TACP	that	was	going	to	be	there,	at	JCU,	
was	Dan	Guillaume,	who	I'd	already	mentioned	earlier.	He’d	been	an	instructor	right	out	of	
the	schoolhouse,	before	he	went	to	an	actual	unit.	He	ended	up	going,	after	the	schoolhouse,	
up	to	Bragg,	and	then	got	picked	up	to	go	to	JCU.	So	he's	the	first	one.	All	right,	there	were	a	
couple	other	people,	Doug	Tillman,	Ron	Plunkett,	Randy	Long,	Johnny	Kleber,	but	I	was	
number	three.	What	happened	was,	when	that	commander	came	down,	he	was	looking	for	
additional	bodies.	What	they’d	done,	is	that	JCU,	if	I	remember	correctly,	basically	had	a	
bunch	of	Combat	Control	AFSCs	on	their	manpower	document.		

They	had	a	Combat	Control	chief	there	that	wanted	to	basically	get	rid	of	that	and	change	it	
over	to	our	career	field,	because	they	wanted	to	get	the	Combat	Controllers	out	of	JCU.	
Right.	So	that	they	can	go	do	other	stuff.	So	they	were	looking	for	additional	bodies.	So	it	just	
happened	to	be	that	I	know	my	name	got	mentioned.	May	have	been	mentioned	by	Doug	
Tillman	when	he	was	down	at	Howard	AFB	in	Panama	at	the	time.	He	may	have	mentioned	
a	couple	of	names.	My	name,	as	well	as	a	couple	of	the	other	guys,	Chip,	Johnny	Kleber,	
Randy	Long.	And,	at	the	time	we	were	all	instructors	together	at	the	schoolhouse.	And	so	the	
JCU	Commander	came	down	and	he	interviewed	Chip.	And	then	he	asked	if	I	was	interested	
because	he	heard	my	name,	and	I	said	yes.	And	basically	I	said,	you	need	me	to	do	a	PT	test?	
He	says	no,	you’re	good.	Because	I	was	one	of	the	instructors	that	did	PT	all	the	time	with	
the	students.		

But	I	did	the	interview	and	of	course	it's	all	contingent	on	your	security	clearance	and	
paperwork	and	stuff	like	that.	But	JCU	has	a	lot	of	power,	okay,	as	far	as	when	you	talk	about	
assignments.	So	this	would	have	been	like	I	said,	maybe	June.	Then	I'm	up	in	Pathfinder	
School	at	Benning	in	July.	Me	and	Randy	Long,	we	got	slots	because	Dan	Hanneken	is	up	
there	with	the	Rangers.	

So	he's	got	his	friends	with	the	guys	at	the	Pathfinder	branch	and	they	get	him	slots	to	
Pathfinder	School.	While	I'm	there,	I	get	notified,	you	got	an	assignment	and	you're	leaving	
in	September.	Okay…	So	I've	got	about	eight	weeks	after	I	get	back	from	Pathfinder	School	
to	basically	figure	it	out.	I	was	single,	so	it	didn't	make	any	difference.	Now	I	pack	my	bags	
and	basically	head	up	to	Bragg.		

That	was	the	beginning	of	a	totally	different	view	on	the	world.	Let's	just	put	it	that	way.	So	
at	the	time,	JSOC	in	general,	like	for	the	compound…	I	can't	really	get	into	all	details	and	ops,	
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stuff	like	that.	Because	even	though	a	lot	of	things	are	decades	old,	there	are	still	things	up	
there.	I	signed	shit	that	can’t	get	released	until	it’s	99	years	old.	But,	it	was	relaxed	grooming	
standards,	civilian	clothes.	There	were	times	yes,	we	did	wear	uniform	stuff,	but	a	lot	of	
times	it's	regular	clothes.		

The	second	time	I	went	back	there,	it	was	different.	They	didn't	do	that	anymore.	It	wasn't	
the	same.	But	the	opportunity	was	there	to	do	things.	Not	only	schools.	I	did	go	to	freefall	
and	freefall	JM	(Jump	Master)	while	I	was	there,	and	some	other	stuff.	But	just	the	constant	
on	the	road…	God,	all	the	time.	Which	is	fine	when	you’re	being	single,	but	I	did	get	married	
while	I	was	there.	But	by	then	I	was	getting	close	to	where	I	was	getting	ready	to	leave	the	
unit	anyway.	I	was	initially	renting	out	an	apartment,	but	I	was	gone	all	the	time.		

One	op	I	can	tell	you	about,	JSOC	was	involved	with	Operation	Just	Cause	in	Panama.	So	I	
was	down	there	in	Panama,	I	didn't	jump	in,	but	we	had	a	couple	of	guys	that	did.	But	there	
was	a	lot	of	other	opportunities	and	stuff,	and	also	the	first	time,	as	far	as	dealing	with	
SATCOM.	So	prior	to	that,	everything's	line	of	sight	-	HF,	UHF,	VHF.	We	did	do	line	of	sight	at	
JCU,	but	it	was	all	mainly	SATCOM.	So	we	were	doing	a	lot	of	stuff	with,	in	my	opinion,	at	
that	time,	with	state-of-the-art	comms	there.	We	were	special	operations	communicators	to	
support	the	command	and	associated	units	with	the	comm	support.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	did	you	essentially	function	as	a	de	facto	S6	for	JSOC?	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	everything	they	had	there	was	Js.	Okay,	so	they	are	joint,	right?	So,	the	J6	was	actually	in	
the	headquarters	building.	So	at	the	time,	there's	no	windows,	they're	all	big	two	story	
concrete	buildings	with	a	basement	in	each	one.	So	the	JSOC	headquarters,	that's	where	
your	directors,	J1,	J2,	J3,	J4,	J5,	J6,	so	on,	so	forth,	where	they	are.	Okay,	so	we	worked	with	
them	as	far	as	supporting	them	with	their	requirements,	but	we	were	our	own	unit.	They	
were	directly	supporting	the	command	with	all	the	stuff,	right?		

So	we	interacted	with	the	J6	all	the	time.	But	the	J6	had	their	own	staff.		JCU	had	its	own	
Commander,	Sergeant	Major,	because	it	was	an	Army	command,	but	we	have	all	four	
services	working	there,	as	far	as	doing	communications	for	them.	So,	for	us,	most	of	the	
communicators,	at	that	time	from	the	Air	Force	standpoint,	it	was	combat	comm	and	then	
275	as	far	as	doing	stuff.	For	Marines,	they	were	comm	guys	that	were	coming	out	of	force	
recon.	Out	of	the	Navy,	it	was	ETs,	electronics	technicians,	as	far	as	the	ratings	and	stuff	like	
that.	And	then	the	Army,	you	have	guys	that	were	coming	out	of	the	Rangers,	out	of	the	
Regiment,	or	basically	Special	Forces	18-Echoes.	It's	totally	different	these	days.	
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So	that	was	what	it	was	like	a	lot	at	that	time,	it	was	a	lot	more	tactical	than	it	is	technical	
these	days.	Now	there’s	a	lot	of	cyber	and	things	that	are	going	on	with	that.	Then	it	was	
very,	very	tactical.	So	they	were	looking	for	guys	as	far	as	from	a	tech	piece	standpoint	to	be	
able	to	bring	that	tactical	expertise	that	also	knew	communications.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

What	was	your	day-to-day	like	there?	When	you	weren’t	traveling.	

	

Clay	Christian		

All	right,	so	I	was	on	what	we	call	a	field	operations	detachment.	So	we	had	three	FODs,	FOD	
A,	B,	and	C	–	Alpha,	Bravo,	and	Charlie.	So	I	was	on	FOD	A.	At	the	time	when	I	went	through,	
there	was	no	formal	training.	Now	there	is	a	Special	Operations	Radio	Operators	Course,	
SOROC.	They	train	people	on	all	the	communications	gear	and	everything	else.	At	the	time,	it	
was	basically	on	the	job	training	as	far	as	learning	all	the	equipment.		

So	when	I	first	got	there,	that	was	my	main	thing	was	to	learn	all	the	equipment	and	
procedures.	Then	after	that	is	basically	exercises,	training,	and	deployments,	because	we	
were	on	what	was	called	a	JORTS	(Joint	Operational	Readiness	Training	and	Support)	cycle.	
So,	every	couple	of	months	we	would	rotate	from	training,	to	mission,	to	support.	So	
whichever	cycle	you	were	on,	you	had	something	to	do.	If	you're	in	training,	that	was	
basically	the	time	period	of	when	you	could	go	to	schools,	or	you	can	take	leave,	or	as	far	as	
you	want	to	go	on	a	long	leave,	that's	the	only	time	you	can	do	it.	And	there	were	certain	
circumstances	when	you	end	up	supporting	a	mission	out	of	cycle,	because	if	they	need	
additional	people	you	go	on	mission,	you're	on	call	period.	So,	there's	always	training	and	
stuff	going	on	daily.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

I’m	assuming	when	you’re	on	call	that	there	was	no	leaving	the	local	area	or	going	out	on	
the	weekend.	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	can't	get	into	details	about	the	timeline,	but	extremely	short.	Let's	just	put	it	that	way.	
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Nathan	Bachand		

I'm	looking	at	your	notes	here.	So	were	you	there	during	Desert	Storm?	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	I	mentioned	I	was	involved	in	Panama.	I	did	not	deploy	for	Desert	Storm,	because,	
remember	I	mentioned	about	whether	you're	on	mission,	support,	or	training.	So	we	
needed	to	bring	in	a	bunch	of	augmentees	to	be	able	to	support	us	to	backfill	for	stuff	
because	we	not	only	had	to	support	what	was	going	on	down	range	for	Desert	Storm,	but	
we	also	had	to	support	ongoing	mission	requirements	that	might	pop	up.	So	I	was	in	the	one	
buckets	that	was	basically	staying	at	home	to	support	those	other	potential	mission	
requirements	that	will	pop	up.	So	I	didn't	end	up	going	down	Desert	Storm	on	that	
particular	instance.		

And	I	was	also	getting	close	to	leaving.	I	got	married	and	had	a	baby	on	the	way.	I	got	
married	in	August	1990	and	literally	a	week	before	I	got	married	is	when	Iraq	invaded	
Kuwait.	And	then	by	the	time	the	US	invaded,	I	was	overseas	doing	stuff	for	a	couple	of	
months	as	far	as	on	another	deployment,	but	it	was	totally	separate	from	Iraq	and	then	
came	back.	By	that	summer,	I	basically	got	my	next	assignment,	which	was	gonna	be	to	
Vicenza	Italy.	So	at	that	particular	time,	it	was,	okay,	hands	off	and	I'm	basically	getting	
ready	to	head	out	of	here.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

I	bet	your	wife	was	pretty	happy	with	that.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Well,	it's	because	she	didn't	know	any	better,	right?	So	she	was	not	a	local	gal.	She	was	
actually	from	New	Jersey.	So	I	met	her	through	friends.	I	know	guys	from	different	places	
and	stuff.	So	you	probably	know	or	heard	of	John	McKay.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

That	name	comes	up	a	lot.	
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Clay	Christian	58:27	

Yeah,	JMac	and	I	were	good	buddies.	So	I've	known	JMac	for	a	long	time,	but	he	was	down	at	
Hunter,	at	1st	Batt	at	the	time	when	I	was	at	JSOC.	So	I	would	go	down	there	periodically	
because	I	wasn't	married	yet.	And	he,	JMac,	is	a	very	interesting	individual	and	has	had	a	
very	picturesque	life	and	so	on.	So	he	owned	a	bar	on	River	Street,	okay?	The	Rangers,	the	
1st	Batt	guys,	that	was	the	main	place	they	went	too.	Called	Corky's.	So	if	you've	ever	been	to	
Savannah,	every	year	they	have	a	huge	St.	Patty's	Day	party	down	there.	They	turn	the	River	
Green	and	they	have	all	these	parades,	along	with	everything	else.		

So	he	said,	yeah,	come	out	and	help	me	because	I'm	going	to	open	up	another	spot.	I'll	rent	it	
in	another	location	right	next	to	my	place	so	I	can	serve	beer	out	of	it.	So	I	went	down	there	
and	I	was	down	there	for	several	days.	That's	where	I	met	my	future	wife.	She	was	down	
there	because	her	sister	was	also	married	to	a	TACP	that	was	one	of	my	students	that	had	
gone	through	the	schoolhouse.	So	it's	like,	six	degrees	of	separation	doesn't	come	close	to	
what	you	get	when	you're	talking	about	the	career	field,	as	far	as	people	go.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Anyway,	she	didn’t	know	what	would	be	better	as	far	as	assignments	or	deployments	or	
what	would	be	worse.	She	just	knew	that	I	was	gone	a	lot.	So	I	ended	up	getting	the	
assignment	and	moving	over	to	Vicenza	in	March	of	1992.	I	was	there	for	four	years.	I	
volunteered	to	do	an	extended/long	tour,	and	that's	how	I	got	picked	up	as	it	put	me	higher	
relatively	on	the	voluntary	listing	and	I	could	stay	on	jump	status.		

So	we	get	there	in	March	and	I	was	the	NCOIC.	So	that	was	the	first	time	I	was	actually	
supervising.	At	that	point,	I	had	never	supervised	anybody,	and	I	was	a	Tech	Sergeant	now.	
Yeah.	All	right.	So	I	made	Staff	Sergeant	while	I	was	an	instructor	at	the	schoolhouse,	and	
made	Tech	Sergeant	while	I	was	at	JCU.	I	did	make	Master	while	I	was	at	Vicenza,	but	I	get	
there	as	the	NCOIC	as	an	E6.	So	it’s	the	first	time	I’m	supervising	anybody,	but	it	was	a	very	
small	detachment.		

So,	we	supported	the	third	battalion	(3rd/325)	airborne	infantry	regiment	ABCT.	So	it's	an	
Airborne	Battalion	Combat	Team.	At	the	time	the	largest	battalion	in	the	US	Army.	What	I	
mean	by	that	is	it's	an	airborne	battalion,	that	had,	a	headquarters	company,	and	three	rifle	
companies.	It	also	has	a	combat	engineering	company.	It	had	a	heavy	weapons	platoon	and	
it	had	its	own	battery	of	105s	because	they	were	part	of	the	allied	airborne	rapid	reaction	
force	for	Europe.	So	to	throw	a	couple	of	name	drops,	the	commander	that	was	there	when	I	
got	first	there	was	Lieutenant	Colonel	Abizade.	He	ended	up	becoming	the	four	star	
CENTCOM	commander.	When	I	left,	it	was	Lieutenant	Colonel	Scaparotti	who	became	the	
four	star	EUCOM	commander.		

So	it	was	a	plumb	assignment.	The	next	one	closest	to	it,	as	far	as	battalion,	would	be	with	a	
Ranger	battalion.	It	was	the	best	assignment	hands	down	I	ever	had.	And	it	was	absolutely	
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fantastic.	It	was	a	small	unit	at	the	time	when	I	got	there,	we	had	two	officer	billets	and	
three	enlisted,	that's	it.	Five	bodies.	All	right.	So	when	I	got	there,	we	had	one	officer	and	
he's	getting	ready	to	leave.	He	left	like	within	three	weeks	when	I	got	there.	So	it	was	me,	
Don	Becken,	and	Al	Harris,	three	of	us	as	far	as	working	there.	

	

Clay	Christian		

By	the	time	I	left,	I	want	to	say	we	were	up	to	11	because	they	increased	our	manning	to	the	
same	manpower	billets	as	what	a	Ranger	battalion	would	have,	so	we'd	have	individuals	at	
each	company,	as	well	as	plussed	up	in	some	other	areas.	So	we	actually	pretty	much	
doubled	in	size	by	the	time	I	left	four	years	later.		

I	was	on	the	Southern	European	Task	Force	(SETAF)	parachute	demonstration	team.	So,	I	
got	excited	because	I	was	free	fall	qualified.	So	they	have	a	parachute	demonstration	team	
that	basically	is	manned	by	the	battalion	guys.	So	I	got	in	there	and	I	was	jumping	my	butt	
off	while	I	was	there	while	still	doing	static-line	stuff,	but	mainly	doing	skydiving	stuff	for	
change	of	commands,	and	traveling	to	a	lot	of	places	in	Italy	for	air	shows	and	stuff	like	that.		

But	operationally	wise,	we	did	a	lot	of	work	and	we	lived	and	breathed	inside	the	Army	
battalion	headquarters.	That	was	the	closest	I've	ever	worked	with	an	Army	unit	was	right	
with	that	battalion	as	far	as	how	our	daily	interaction	with	those	individuals.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

That's	unique,	and	I	imagine	that	you	developed	a	great	relationship	with	them,	too.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	absolutely,	of	course.	You're	always	going	to	make	friends	with	the	Command	
Sergeant	Major	and	the	Ops	Master	Sergeant.	But	yeah,	we	had	a	really	great	relationship.	
We	did.	Italy	doesn't	have	live	fire	ranges	for	us	to	be	able	to	do	CAS	stuff,	nor	do	they	have	
live	fire	ranges	for	the	Army	to	be	able	to	shoot	stuff.	We	would	have	to	go	up	to	
Grafenwöhr	twice	a	year	to	get	our	controls,	as	well	as	just	for	firing	small	arms	stuff.		

And	then	at	other	locations	we	could	do	a	lot	of	dry	stuff.	And	I'll	explain	that	in	a	second.	
But	anything	live,	we'd	have	to	do	it	there	at	Grafenwöhr.	I	mentioned	the	allied	airborne	
rapid	reaction	force.	So	we	did	stuff	with	the	German	paratroopers	and	British	
paratroopers.	We	went	to	an	exercise	in	Turkey	and	we	did	one	or	two	that	I	remember	up	
to	England.	So	there	were	at	least	one	or	two	exercises	every	year	we	were	doing	in	Europe	
with	other	countries	and	training	with	their	airborne	units.		
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But	it	would	have	been	93	when	the	former	Yugoslavia	broke	apart.	And	Bosnia	
Herzegovina,	Slovenia,	and	Croatia,	were	all	killing	each	other	with	the	civil	war.	And	that's	
when	they	started	Operation	Deny	Flight,	right?	So	that's	where	you	had	United	Nations	
Protection	Forces	for	your	Forward	Air	Controllers	(UNPROFACs).	Dutch,	Spanish,	British,	
French,	Canadians,	and	there's	a	bunch	of	other	ones	that	were	basically	there	as	the	
UNPROFACs.	No	US,	okay,	there	was	no	US	FACs	in	there,	right?	Deny	Flight	primary	
purpose	was	to	basically	not	allow	other	former	Yugoslavia	countries	to	fly	their	fighters.	
But	Deny	Flight	was	also	there	to	be	able	to	do	close	air	support	in	the	case	the	UN	forces	
needed	CAS.		

Well,	unfortunately,	UNPROFACs	couldn't	do	their	own	training,	even	dry	CAS	in	theater,	
right?	So	what	they	had	to	do	is	they	had	to	drive	over	to	Italy	for	training,	okay,	and	it's	not	
that	far	of	drive.	You	think	it'd	be	oh	my	god,	that's	a	long	ways	drive.	It's	not,	it's	only	a	few	
hours	to	get	from	around	the	corner	of	the	Adriatic	to	get	down	to	where	we're	at	in	the	
upper	peninsula	there	in	Italy.	And	they	were	coming	to	Aviano	and	we	go	out	to	this	place	
called	Maniago	Range	twice	a	week	for	two	years,	where	we	trained	the	UNPROFACs	in	dry	
CAS	ops.		

And	of	course,	it	was	all	dry,	right?	I	get	my	lives	and	stuff	up	in	Graf	but	we're	doing	all	dry	
stuff	in	Italy.	Yeah,	Dutch	F-16s,	Spanish	F-18s,	Marine	Corps	F-18s,	A-10s,	F-16s,	German	
Alpha	Jets,	Tornados,	and	whatever	British	version,	they	pronounce	it	differently.	

	

Clay	Christian		

And	there's	probably	another	three	or	four	different	fighters,	we	were	controlling	anything	
and	everything	that	was	flying	over	and	doing	Deny	Flight.	They	weren’t	the	only	ones	who	
were	basically	doing	stuff	there	as	well.	I	got	a	chance	to	actually	get	on	the	ABCCC,	the	
Airborne	Battlefield	Command	and	Control	Center,	an	EC-130.	It	was	at	Aviano.	So	a	lot	of	
the	US	aircraft	were	all	on	Aviano.	The	Maniago	Range	is	less	than	an	hour	to	drive	to	
Aviano	because	that's	where	we	go	and	meet	the	FACs	and	they	follow	us	up	to	the	range	
and	we	do	the	dry	CAS	out	there.	It's	an	Italian	range	where	it's	at.	So	again,	we	could	do	the	
dry	CAS,	but	we	couldn't	do	anything	live.	But	the	ABCCC	was	at	Aviano	as	well.	So	at	the	
time,	I	don't	know	if	you	know	we	had	275s,	TACPs	flying	as	air	crew	members	from	the	
back	end	of	the	ABCCCs.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

I	didn't	know	that.	
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Clay	Christian		

Yes,	absolutely.	So	one	of	the	guys	that	was	there	was	a	Master	Sergeant	Jake	Jacoby.	There	
was	another	guy,	and	he's	a	buddy	of	mine	that	I	was	stationed	with	out	of	Lewis,	Marty	
Palaniuk.	There	were	several	of	them	that	were	stationed	out	of	Tucson	that	were	on	as	air	
crew.	So	they	were	doing	the	radio	comms	for	airborne	Air	Support	Operations	Center	
(ASOC)	stuff.	They	were	doing	that	until	the	ABCCC	went	away.	Or	at	least	maybe	not	quite	
that	long,	but	in	the	90s,	definitely.	So	I	actually	got	a	chance	to	fly	over	in	Bosnia	before	
Captain	Scott	O’Grady	got	shot	down.		

We	wanted	to	do	fam	flights	in	the	ABCCC	to	be	able	to	see	what	it's	like	on	the	radios	and	
everything	else	for	supporting	UNPROFACs.	So	I	flew	one	mission	on	the	ABCCC	out	of	
Aviano	over	into	theater.	But	that	was	the	only	time	I	flew	with	them	doing	that	stuff.	And	
again,	that	was	when	they	were	flying	ops	feet	dry	until	Scott	O’Grady	got	shot	down	with	
his	F16	and	then	they	couldn't	go	over	land	and	had	stay	over	the	Adriatic	from	that	point	
on.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So,	now	you're	in	Italy	and	you've	been	in	for	about	10	years	now.	I'm	assuming	all	the	
former	304s	are	out	by	now.	Can	you	talk	a	little	bit	about	how	the	career	changed	over	
your	first	10	years?		

	

Clay	Christian		

So	yeah,	304s,	there	were	still	a	number	of	them,	but	they	were	now	getting	to	the	point	
where	they're	the	E8,	E9s.	Okay,	so	some	of	the	CEMs	and	the	functional	managers	and	staff	
were	now	the	ones	that	are	304s	and	they're	still	in	the	service.	They	were	there.	The	
biggest	change,	of	course,	was	going	from	being	basically	a	TACP	that	was	non-qual	to	a	guy	
that's	actually	ETAC.	That	was	the	biggest	change.		

So	when	I	got	to	JCU	at	JSOC,	of	course,	I	didn't	control	at	all	the	entire	time	I	was	there,	
right?	I	was	just	doing	special	ops-comms	stuff.	So	when	I	got	the	assignment	to	Italy,	I	went	
and	got	my	ETAC	qualification	before	I	got	to	Italy,	because	I	knew	it'd	be	hard	to	do	it	after	
I	got	to	Italy.	So	luckily	the	14th	ASOS	was	right	there	out	the	back	gate	of	JSOC.	I	could	walk	
down	there	and	go	to	the	guys	who	were	supporting	the	82nd,	and	I	was	able	to	get	with	
them	to	take	my	written	test	and	everything	else	to	start	my	ETAC	qual.		

And	then	I	went	out	to	Fort	Smith,	Arkansas,	where	at	that	time	that	was	where	JRTC	(Joint	
Readiness	Training	Center)	was	doing	rotations	at	Fort	Chaffee.	So	I	went	out	there	and	got	
my	live	controls	and	got	a	checkride	so	that	I	could	get	signed	off.	So	that	was	my	first	time	
in	1991	and	the	first	time	when	I	was	actually	signed	off.	So	that's	10	years	from	the	time	I	
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came	into	service	to	now	that	I'm	actually	signed	off	and	legal	and	everything	else	and	doing	
controls	on	my	own.		

And	of	course,	when	I	get	to	Italy,	I'm	controlling	gobs	of	stuff	all	over	the	place.	Not	to	
mention,	we're	the	first	ones	doing	night	CAS	as	far	as	doing	stuff	out	of	Graf	or	some	
contingency	op	stuff	that	we're	thinking	about	doing	with	the	A-10s	out	on	the	range	up	
there	doing	night	vision	CAS	controls.	And	then	I	was	on	the	A-10	multi-command	manual	
rewrite	at	Nellis	AFB.	I	spent	two	weeks	out	there	as	one	of	the	European	representatives	
who	went	out	there	and	did	that	too.	So	it	was	a	huge	difference	as	far	as	just	level	of	
expertise,	as	far	as	things	that	you	were	allowed	to	do	and	be	basically	done.	The	world	
opened	up	as	far	as	the	career	field.	It	started	to	broaden	a	lot	more	as	far	things	you	could	
do	in	the	early	90s.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So,	after	the	four	years	in	Italy,	so	this	would	have	been	late	95,	Bosnia-Herzegovina	finally	
starts	to	wrap	up.	They	signed	the	peace	accords,	and	our	Battalion	actually	did	go	over	into	
Tuzla	airfield	to	secure	it	as	part	of	Operation	Joint	Endeavor,	but	because	this	was	like	
December	or	January,	and	I	already	had	orders	to	leave	to	go	to	Yuma	Army	Proving	Ground	
to	become	a	free	fall	instructor.	Basically,	I	stayed	back	because	we	had	to	have	a	rear	
detachment	to	take	care	of	families	and	stuff	like	that.	

	So,	John	McKay,	that’s	where	he	and	I	were	assigned	together.	He	went	forward	to	Tuzla	as	
the	Master	Sergeant.	I	was	a	Master	Sergeant	as	well,	but	he	was	going	to	be	taking	over	as	
the	NCOIC	anyway.	That	would	have	been	the	only	deployment	while	I	was	there	that	the	
unit	actually	went	on,	but	I	wasn't	involved	actually	outside	of	the	Operation	Deny	Flight	
stuff	that	was	going	on.		

So,	I	left	Italy	in	March	of	96,	and	I	get	to	Yuma	in	April	of	96.	Now	this	is	the	one	assignment	
that	I	did	not	work	for,	as	far	as	either	asking	for	it	or	trying	to	get	it.	They	moved	the	free	
fall	school	from	Bragg	to	Yuma	in	95,	and	Doug	Tillman	didn't	want	it.	He	was	the	NCOIC	for	
the	Air	Force	element,	and	he	didn't	want	to	leave	Bragg.	So,	I	got	snagged	up	because	I	was	
the	only	E-7,	that	was	HALO	(High	Altitude	Low	Opening)	Jump	Master	qualified,	that	was	
coming	back	from	overseas,	because	there	really	weren’t	that	many	TACP	guys	at	the	time	
who	had	those	type	of		qualifications.		

So,	I	get	to	Yuma	in	April	of	96,	and	I	have	to	wait	to	start	the	advanced	course.	It's	was	a	10-
week	course,	which	was	a	prerequisite	to	become	an	instructor.	I	already	had	free	fall	Jump	
Master	qualification	that	was	also	a	prerequisite.	10	weeks?	That's	a	long	course.	And	later	
on	they	ended	up	going	8	weeks,	I	don't	know	what	it	is	now,	but	yeah,	2	and	a	half	months,		
jumping	every	single	day.	Alright,	so	I	had	to	wait	until	July,	and	there	were	only	like	8	of	us	
that	were	in	the	class,	and	it's	not	only	guys	that	are	going	to	become	instructors	then	it	was	
also	guys	that	were	SF	(Special	Forces)	guys	that	might	potentially	come	back,	or	they	were	
going	to	do	it	as	unit	level	on	the	teams	as	far	as	internal	trainers.	But	yeah,	it's	a	
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consolidated	course,	so	it's	Navy	Seals,	Rangers,	SF,	Force	Recon,	and	at	the	time	we	had	
Combat	Control,	Pararescue,	TACP,	and	SERE	(Survival,	Evasion,	Resistance,	and	Escape).	
So,	we	had	all	four	of	those	Air	Force	career	fields	at	the	time.	

	

Clay	Christian		

It	changed	a	few	years	later,	just	because	of	how	recruiting	was	for	instructors	was	like.	But	
it	was	a	good	assignment,	I	enjoyed	it	for	three	years,	but	it	was	also	one	of	the	most	
difficult	things,	because	I	was	on	the	drop	zone	when	Brian	Daly	went	in.	I	was	going	
through	the	advanced	course	on	the	South	End	of	Phillips	DZ.	And	I'm	a	superintendent	for	
all	the	Air	Force	instructors,	I	should	say,	because	we	were	an	operating	location	for	the	
342nd	training	squadron	out	of	Lackland	AFB,	Texas.		

So	we	had	just	actually	just	finished	a	jump	and	were	packing	parachutes	before	getting	on	
the	van,	and	going	back	and	to	get	on	another	lift.	And	we	hear	over	the	radio	from	the	DZSO	
(Drop	Zone	Safety	Officer),	cease	all	operations,	and	we're	going,	what's	going	on?	
Something	is	wrong	here.	And	we	soon	find	out	that	somebody	is	missing.	They're	trying	to	
find	somebody,	they	don't	know	where	he's	at,	and	they	were	trying	to	get	accountability	of	
everybody,	students	and	instructors.		

So,	I	had	to	ask	as	it’d	been	a	while	by	this	point.	I	said,	I	need	know,	is	this	an	Air	Force	
individual?	Because	they	weren’t	wanting	to	release	things	over	radio.	So,	they	said	yes,	all	
right.	So,	I	said,	all	right	get	me	on	a	vehicle	and	take	me	up	here	to	the	north	side	of	the	
drop	zone	where	the	DZSO	is	handling	everything	so	I	can	talk	to	him.	I	get	there	and	that's	
when	I	find	out	that	they	found	Brian's	body	out	on	the	south	side	of	the	DZ	where	I	had	
been	at,	but	a	little	bit	further	out	into	the	desert.	That	was	a	rough	few	days	of	dealing	with	
the	stuff	that	was	going	on	with	the	fatality	and	stuff.	And	of	course,	his	family	who	came	
out	to	Yuma,	and	then	his	funeral	that	we	went	up	to	Wisconsin	to	attend.		

So	yeah,	other	than	that	it	was	a	good	assignment,	because	it	was	a	very	close	knit	family	of	
guys,	regardless	of	what	services	guys	came	from,	as	far	as	working	with	individual	cadre	
out	there.	So	I	end	up	working	both	the	basic	course	and	the	jump	master	branch	as	an	
instructor,	as	well	as	being	the	superintendent	for	the	Air	Force	personnel	there.	I	did	that	
until	April	of	99.	

What	happened	is	I	found	myself	another	job	going	back	to	JCU.	So	at	the	time	I	was	of	
course	at	the	342nd	that	was	AETC,	so	it	was	Air	Education	Training	Command	as	far	as	
position.	The	one	way	I	could	get	out	of	it	was	to	find	somebody	to	take	my	place.	So	there's	
a	TACP	guy	named	Mike	Bratcher	at	JCU.	And	I'm	still	an	E-7,	he's	an	E-7.	And	basically,	I	
had	gone	back	to	JCU	about	6	months	before	I	got	the	assignment.	And	I	went	up,	I	talked	to	
them,	I	still	knew	guys	who	were	there,	because	they	stay	there	for	a	long	time.	I	said,	any	
chance	I	can	come	back?	I've	been	gone	seven	years.	They	said,	yeah,	we'd	love	to	have	you	
come	back.	
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Clay	Christian		

So	basically,	we	just	did	a	swap.	So	he	took	my	position	and	I	took	his.	Again,	JCU,	they	can	
work	magic	with	Air	Force	Personnel	Center.	And	they	can	just	make	a	phone	call	and	make	
it	happen.	So	literally,	it's	a	done	deal.	And	I	left	there	in	April	99,	and	went	back	to	JCU,	and	
I	became	the	chief	of	training	and	evaluation.	So	basically,	what	that	means	is	I	wasn't	on	a	
team	anymore.	I	was	up	in	a	headquarters	shop,	basically	running	all	the	scheduling	for	all	
the	training	to	include	jumps,	as	well	as	working	emergency	deployment	readiness	
exercises,	as	far	as	planning	them,	going	out	and	doing	site	surveys	for	them,	set	them	up	
and	everything	else.		

I	was	also	still	going	out	to	Yuma	as	a	freefall	instructor,	because	I	could	be	a	guest	
instructor	and	host	one	of	my	guys.	It	was	all	about	the	numbers	out	there.	The	numbers	of	
students	you	can	bring,	based	upon	what	service,	was	determined	by	how	many	instructors	
you	had	qualified	which	in	turn	would	determine	the	number	of	students	you	could	bring	in	
there,	even	though	the	max	is	50	anyway.	I	was	able	to	host	a	couple	of	my	guys	as	far	as	to	
come	out	there,	but	I	just	had	to	go	out	there	as	an	instructor,	not	necessarily	for	them,	but	
just	supporting	the	schoolhouse.	So	I	did	that	as	well.		

And	then	I	was	doing	some	other	stuff.	I	started	my	grad	program,	my	first	grad	program,	I	
actually	have	two.	I	mentioned	I	had	the	history	degree,	but	I	had	one	in	organizational	
development	as	well.	So	I	did	that	first	one	while	I	was	there.	And	I	made	Senior,	and	I	
would	probably	have	gotten	it	at	least	a	year	earlier,	but	I	mentioned	that	we	changed	our	
AFSCs	at	the	freefall	school.	We	went	from	a	number	of	TACP	and	SERE	instructors	to	
basically	one	Combat	Controller,	one	PJ,	and	then	we	converted	the	other	AFSCs	to	J8B.	So	
the	8B's	are	your	technical	instructors	at	Lackland,	as	well	as	J8B's	which	are	your	airborne	
instructors	at	the	Air	Force	Academy	because	of	the	skydiving	there.		

	So	that	allowed	us	to	open	up	approval	for	more	instructors	so	we	can	hire	more	of	the	
SERE	instructors	in	there.	So	we	weren't	limited	to	that.	So	by	then	there	was	only	like	three	
of	us	that	were	TACPs	there.	Mike	Bender	(BamBam)	was	there	while	I	was	there.	And	Carl	
Servania.	And	then	Paul	Ford	was	there	before	I	left.	So	there	were	four	of	us.	There	was	
four	TACPs	at	Yuma	when	I	left	there	for	JCU.	So	I’m	at	JCU	from		April	of	99	until	September	
4,	2001.	So	what	happened	was,	I	made	Senior,	and	they	didn't	have	any	billets	at	JCU	for	a	
Senior	Master	Sergeant.	Alright,	so	I	knew	that	the	writing	was	on	the	wall	that	I'm	gonna	
have	to	find	something	or	I'm	gonna	get	an	assignment	that's	gonna	be	to	my	liking.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	do	you	know	Ray	Vivian?	So	Ray	was	a	Senior	as	well.	And	he	was	at	Fort	Hood.	His	
wife's	Korean.	So	he's	done	a	couple	of	tours	in	Korea.	So	I	was	number	one	non-vol	for	
Korea	cause	I	never	did	a	short	tour.	All	right.	I	did	a	long	tour,	but	I	never	did	a	short	tour	
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and	I	didn't	want	to	do	a	short	tour	in	Korea,	right?	So,	I	call	up	Ray.	I	said,	Hey,	man,	the	
assignment	list	is	going	to	be	coming	out,	are	you	volunteering?	He	says,	yeah,	I'm	
volunteering	to	go	back	to	Korea.	I	said,	thank	you.	All	right.	I'm	going	to	make	a	trip	out	
your	way	and	I'm	going	to	bring	a	case	of	beer.	What	do	you	drink?	I	purposely	made	a	
recruiting	trip	to	Fort	Hood	from	JCU	to	go	out	there	to	the	712th	ASOC,	and	at	the	same	
time,	brought	Ray	his	case	of	beer	to	pay	him	for	taking	that	assignment	so	that	I	wouldn’t	
have	to	take	Korea.		

But	while	I	was	out	there	on	that	recruiting	trip,	I	wanted	to	go	and	do	a	courtesy	call	or	
courtesy	visit	to	the	CEM	(Chief	Enlisted	Manager),	who	was,	Chief	Master	Sergeant	Roy	
Johnson	at	the	3rd	ASOG,	Fort	Hood.	So,	I	go	into	his	office,	and	he	looks	up	and	he	says,	we	
were	just	talking	about	you	and	I	said,	who's	we?	He	says,	well,	the	career	field	manager	
who’s	up	at	the	Air	Staff,	Chief	Burrow	Steve	Burrow,	and	the	ACC	FAM	(Functional	Area	
Manager).	And	what	they	were	trying	to	figure	out	was	the	18th	ASOG	had	at	that	particular	
time,	so	we're	talking	spring,	like	April	of	2001,	the	CEM	at	the	time	there	was	not	a	TACP.	It	
was	Chief	Rick	Ames,	who	was	an	aircraft	maintainer.	And	they	were	in	the	process	of	
getting	ready	to	basically	change	out	Group	commanders	in	the	summertime.		

And	Rick	Ames,	basically	dropped	his	papers,	he's	going	to	retire.	So	they	didn't	have	any	E-
8s.	Okay.	You	had	one	at	the	14th.	I	think,	it	was	Marty	Klukas	because	Marty	would	have	
been	at	the	24	Special	Tactics	Squadron	at	the	fires	desk	when	I	was	at	JCU	the	second	time,	
but	then	he	went	down	to	the	14th	ASOS	(Air	Support	Operations	Squadron)	as	the,	
superintendent.	But	they	weren't	going	to	move	him	right	to	the	Group.	So	I	was	only	E-8	
that's	on	that	base,	as	far	as	Pope	slash	Bragg,	that's	available	and	jump	qualified.	So	they	
said,	hey,	we're	looking	at	you,	would	you	be	interested?	I	said,	yeah,	I'd	love	to	go	back.	
Cause	I'm	thinking	about	retiring,	but	I'd	love	to	be	able	to	go	back	to	the	career	field	one	
more	time	before	I	sunset	out.	And	so	he	said,	well,	we	don't	have	any	problem	with	it.	As	
long	as	JCU	is	okay	with	it,	but	you	also	have	to	talk	to	the	incoming	commander.	So	the	
incoming	commander	is	LA	(Colonel	Michael	Longoria).	Right.	So	I	don't	know	if	you	know	
the	background	behind	how	he	became	the	18th	ASOG	Commander.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

I	don't.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Okay,	so	he	was	initially	supposed	to	go	to	the	1st	ASOG	to	become	the	commander	there.	
The	guy,	the	06,	that	was	going	to	the	18th	was	not	jump	qualified.	And	he	says,	I'm	not	
going	to	jump	school.	And	they	said,	well,	you	can't	become	the	18th	ASOG	commander	
because	that's	18th	Airborne	Corps	and	you	have	to	be	jump	qualified.	So	what	they	did	is	
they	flip	flopped.	So	LA	became	the	18th	ASOG	commander	and	the	other	guy	that	was	going	
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to	the	18th	became	the	1st	ASOG	commander.	So	it's	just	that	right	time,	right	place,	right	
guy	came	in.		

So	in	June,	he	does	the	change	of	command.	So	I	go	and	do	a	sit	down	face	to	face	with	him	
and	I	explain	to	him,	I'd	love	to	come	back,	but	I'm	going	to	tell	you	and	I'll	be	up	front	with	
you.	I'm	probably	going	to	do	like	18	months,	maybe	two	years	at	the	most,	and	I'm	going	to	
retire.	But	I'd	like	to	come	back.	He	says,	yeah,	no	problem.	And	JCU	didn't	have	any	
problem	because	they	didn't	have	any	Senior	billets.	So	I	would	have	had	to	leave	anyway.	
So	again,	JCU	works	magic,	and	basically	I	get	the	assignment	and	the	report	date	is	the	first	
week	of	September.	I	roll	there	on	the	4th	of	September,	2001.	Seven	days	later,	9/11	
occurs.	From	that	point	on,	it	was	a	ride.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

When	did	LA	get	there?		

	

Clay	Christian		

He'd	already	been	there	since	June	of	2001	when	he	did	his	change	command.	So	he'd	
already	been	there,	what,	four	months-ish	by	the	time	I	came	in	there.	So	he's	been	the	
commander	for	about	four	months.	Alright,	so	we're	thinking,	okay,	it's	just	regular	18th	
ASOG	ops,	until	9-11.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

The	20th	ASOS	had	just	had	some	pretty	fresh	command	changes,	right?		

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	“Shack”	Bochain	was	the	one	that	took	over	the	20th,	he	was	the	commander	for	
there,	and	then	there	was	the	guy.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	then	Donnelly,	Donnelly	had	just	taken	over	for	Steve	Call.	
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Clay	Christian		

He	was	a	major	at	the	20th.	He	was	not	a	commander.	He	was	just	one	of	the	ALOs	at	the	
20th.	I	knew	Pete	Donnelly	from	a	deployment.	So	what	happens	is	9/11	occurs	and	within	
a	couple	of	weeks	the	22nd	ASOF	guys,	Tim	Stamey	and	Steve	Tomat,	a	couple	other	guys,	
they're	already	looking	at	working	with	their	teams.	As	far	as	hey	these	teams	are	going	to	
be	going	into	theater,	then	where	are	we	supposed	to	be	at	and	there's	also	stuff	going	on	
with	the	Rangers.		

Well,	LA	is	very	proactive,	okay.	He	is	a	go-getter,	to	say	the	least,	as	far	as	knowing	what	
needs	to	be	done.	He	said	I	don't	care	how	we're	going	to	do	it,	but	we're	going	to	go	do	it,	
all	right.	So	he	knew	what	needed	to	be	done.	It's	just	that	the	things	you	can	do	or	not	do	
are	very	hard	legally,	all	right.	So	he	knew	that	we	needed	to	be	able	to	have	certain	forces	
in	theater,	okay,	to	be	able	to	support	them.	But	we	can't	do	it	ourselves	from	stateside.	You	
have	to	basically	have	a	RFF	request	for	forces	from	the	theater,	okay,	that	is	requesting	the	
support.	They	normally	will	not	do	a	request	by	name	or	by	unit.	They'll	do	it	by	the	
functionality,	the	requirement	that	you're	looking	for	to	be	able	to	meet	the	requirement.	
How	you	word	it	will	lead	it	towards	where	you	get	the	support.	It's	like	filling	out	a	1972	
request	for	CAS.		

So	we	knew	we	had	a	few	units	that	were	going	to	be	working	support,	but	he	knew	that	
there	was	other	things	that	needed	to	be	done,	as	well	as	there's	all	the	stuff	with	the	10th	
Mountain	Division	and	everything	else	that's	just	part	of	it.	But	we're	thinking	more	along	
the	lines	of	how	do	we	get	some	of	these	people	into	theater,	all	right.	So	a	couple	things	are	
going	on.	By	this	point	in	time	this	will	be	my	fourth	assignment	with	Randy	Long,	because	
Randy	Long	was	on	the	group	staff	as	well,	and	he	was	an	E-7.	So	I	was	the	E-8,	and	ops	
superintendent,	and	at	that	time	Chief	Ames	withdrew	his	retirement	paperwork	so	he	
wasn't	going	to	retire	but	he's	in	and	out	so	I	was	also	acting	as	the	CEM	in	his	stead	for	
certain	instances.		

Randy	and	I,	we	had	the	SOF	stink	from	JSOC,	but	we	were	18th	ASOG	staff	and	we	had	TS-
SCI	(Top	Secret-Sensitive	Compartmented	Information)	clearances.	LA	was	an	ex-STO	
officer,	a	Special	Tactics	Officer.	Basically,	he	knew	who	we	needed	to	deploy.	He	said	you	
need	to	go	to	SOCCENT,	so	I'm	sending	you	to	SOCCENT	at	MacDill	Air	Force	Base	to	get	
embedded	with	the	planners	so	that	we	can	be	able	to	try	and	work	out	how	we	can	be	able	
to	get	bodies	and	get	the	right	people	to	the	right	place.	So	on	12	October,	I'm	not	sure	about	
all	my	TDY	dates	because	back	then	there	was	no	DTS	(Defense	Travel	System)	it	was	all	
hard	copy	travel	vouchers.	However,	I've	got	a	log	that	has	all	my	TDYs,	exact	dates,	what	it	
was,	where	it	was	by	locations,	and	everything	else	so	I	actually	know	the	information.	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	went	there	on	the	12th	of	October,	so	this	is	four	weeks	after	9/11,	and	this	is	before	the	
first	ODA	(Operational	Detachment	Alpha)	goes	into	Afghanistan.	So	Task	Force	Dagger	is	at	
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Karshi-Khanabad	(K2)	in	Uzbekistan,	but	they	haven't	deployed	into	Afghanistan	yet	so	
these	teams	are	basically	in	the	isolation	facilities.	So	we	get	down	there	and	lo	and	behold	
again	it's	that	six	degrees	of	separation.	The	Command	Sergeant	Major	for	SOCCENT	
happened	to	be	the	former	JSOC	J3	Sergeant	Major	so	I	knew	it	was	going	to	be	alright	
otherwise	if	I	had	just	walked	in	the	door	they	would	have	probably	said,	who	the	hell	are	
you	and	why	are	you	here?		

So	I	basically	explained	what's	going	on	with	the	Sergeant	Major.	He	said	okay,	yeah,	we'll	
get	you	set	up	and	everything	else.	So	again,	it's	one	of	those	things	where	it	worked	out	
how	we	were	going	to	get	in	there.	Randy	did	stay	there	for	about	five,	maybe	six	days	
because	it	ended	up	being	like	a	one-person	job	that	needed	to	be	there.	But	I	was	there	for	
two	weeks,	up	to	the	point	of	when	the	first	teams	went	in,	but	got	embedded	so	that	we	
could	talk	to	K2,	to	the	staff	there.	And	at	that	time	as	the	first	teams	are	going	in,	they	saw	
the	need	for	CAS	and	planners.	They	said	we	don't	know	how	to	do	this	stuff,	even	at	K2,	
how	we	can	do	this?	What	do	we	need	to	do?		

So	I	told	them	to	put	in	a	RFF,	I	wrote	it	out	for	them	and	told	them	this	is	the	requirement	
that	you	need	to	write	as	an	RFF,	word	for	word.	I	didn't	put	the	20th	ASOS	or	anything	else	
as	far	as	by	name	or	anything	else,	but	I	worded	it	so	that	it	directed	the	support	
requirement	towards	the	18th	ASOG.	And	then	we	could	actually	source	it.	So	that's	how	it	
came	to	be	as	far	as	from	sourcing	things	for	how	the	first	ones	got	in	there.	“Shack”	Bochain	
and	Pete	Donnelly,	to	be	able	to	get	those	guys	over	there	was	basically	because	we	got	
embedded	in	SOCCENT	so	we	could	do	an	RFF.	So	we	get	the	guys	over	there	to	do	that.	At	
that	time	I	said,	okay,	I'm	done.	I've	done	my	thing.	I	need	to	go	back	because	you've	got	
other	stuff	that's	going	on.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

And	by	the	time	that	Shack	and	Donnelly	go	over	there,	was	10th	Mountain	already	at	K2?	

	

Clay	Christian	01:31:52	

Yes,	10th	Mountain	was	already	there.	Remember,	this	is	all	about	that	debate	of	Major	
General	Hagenbach	not	taking	his	ALO	with	him	and	his	TACP.	Again,	there	were	a	lot	of	
arguments	both	ways	to	either	side,	but	to	fix	it,	we	were	able	to	do	that.	We	had	to	get	
embedded	to	have	somebody	there.	In	this	case,	it	wasn't	with	10th	Mountain.	It	was	the	
actual	SOF	guys.	And	then	we	were	having	a	very	contentious	relationship	to	say	the	least	
with	the	FAM	at	ACC,	the	TACP	FAM	Chief.		

So	they	didn't	like	us,	and	they	didn't	like	LA,	okay?	So	we	had	to	try	to	work	ways	around	
them	to	be	able	to	get	the	stuff	in	there.	So	when	we	did	the	RFF,	and	RFF	goes	to	Joint	Staff,	
Joint	Staff	says,	okay,	this	has	got	to	go	to	which	command,	in	this	case	Air	Force	and	Air	
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Combat	Command.	Air	Combat	Command	looks	at	it.	It's	got	to	go	to	the	TACP	FAM.	TACP	
FAM	goes,	shit!	I	got	to	send	us	the	18th	ASOG.	So	we	were	talking	and	letting	them	know,	
hey,	this	is	going	to	be	coming.	We're	not	going	to	hide	it	from	you,	but	this	is	going	to	be	
coming.	So	they	get	the	RFF	and	that's	how	we	were	able	to	get	those	forces	in.		

At	the	same	time,	so	this	is	now	late	October.	LA	also	knows	that	we	need	to	have	basically	
an	ASOC	capability,	a	full-up	ASOC	capability,	all	right?	As	well	as	how	we're	going	to	be	able	
to	get	forces	to	deal	with	other	stuff.	So	3rd	Army	as	far	as	the	command,	just	like	9th	Air	
Force	at	the	time,	was	a	three	star	command.	So	you	have	an	Army	three-star	that's	at	Camp	
Doha,	Kuwait.	So	that's	where	CFLCC	(Combined	Force	Land	Component	Command)	
headquarters	was.	There	was	no	Air	Force	liaison	or	anything	like	that	functionality	there.	
L.A.	sent	one	of	our	ALOs	from	the	group	staff	down	to,	I	think	it's	Fort	Gordon.	It's	in	
Atlanta,	where	that	Fort	was	at,	where	3rd	Army	was	at.	Got	embedded	with	that	staff	and	
got	them	to	talk	to	their	staff	deployed	at	CFLCC	to	put	an	RFF	for	18th	ASOG,	okay,	because	
3rd	Army	basically	owns	18th	Airborne	Corps	to	say,	I	need	an	ALO	to	be	over	here	at	
CFLCC	headquarters	with	a	small	staff.	So	that's	how	LA	was	able	to	get	himself	and	a	small	
staff,	myself	included	later	on,	to	go	into	CFLCC	headquarters.		

And	once	we	got	embedded	in	there,	we	were	able	then	to	start	daily	ops.	I	got	there	late	
December,	the	day	after	Christmas,	until	right	before	Operation	Anaconda.	Basically,	I	was	
the	FAM,	I	was	the	TACP	FAM	within	that	theater	now.	So	now	I	can	make	requirements	
directly	to	other	commands.	I	don't	have	to	go	to	ACC,	all	right?	I	can	talk	to	air	staff,	I	can	do	
anything	I	want,	because	I'm	the	FAM	now	within	the	theater.	So	I	can	make	requirements	
based	upon	what	we	say	we	need.	So	that's	how	he	was	able	to	get	his	foot	in	the	door,	okay,	
and	then	go	over	there	and	get	in	on	the	plans	with	the	CFLCC	headquarters.	And	it's	also	
the	first	time	this	type	of	liaison	is	seen	in	joint	doctrine,	it's	now	known	as	a	JACCE,	the	
Joint	Air	Component	Coordination	Element.	

	

Clay	Christian		

	So	the	JACCE	never	existed	prior	to	that.	So	once	we	got	over	there,	because	of	what	we	did	
over	there,	that	became	basically	a	normal	thing,	and	it	got	written	as	doctrine	to	where	it's	
normalized	now,	to	have	that	at	a	CFLCC	headquarters,	or	even	at	a	CFMCC,	at	a	maritime	
component	headquarters.	We	were	needed	by	the	Air	Force.	In	other	words,	the	JFACC	
(Joint	Force	Air	Component	Commander),	the	Air	Force	Three	Star	in	the	theater,	says,	I	
want	to	have	my	liaison	at	this	land	component,	or	maybe	maritime	component	
headquarters,	to	deal	with	operations	that	are	going	on.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

So	you	and	LA	were	fighting	a	political	battle	to	get	guys	there.	
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Clay	Christian		

Yes,	there	was	a	lot	of	political	shit	going	on,	a	lot	of	stuff	going	on	with	that,	a	lot.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

How	hands-on	and	how	in	tune	were	you	with	what	exactly	was	going	on	with	the	ODAs,	as	
they	were	getting	ready	and	planning	Anaconda.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	for	me,	we're	at	the	Group	staff	and	were	hands	off.	So	yeah,	the	22nd	ASOF	and	then	of	
course,	the	17th,	which	is	now	a	STS,	but	at	the	time	it	was	an	ASOS	for	the	Rangers,	they		
were	independent,	they	did	their	own	planning	stuff.	If	they	had	to	give	us	a	heads	up	on	
something	that	was	important,	they	would,	but	other	than	that,	we	were	hands	off.	We	
never	dealt	with	them,	never	got	involved	with	them.	It	was	only	with	the	conventional	side,	
because	once	we	got	embedded	in	the	CFLCC,	that's	when	we	were	able	to	get	the	ASOC,	
okay,	the	682nd	to	come	over	along	with	the	19th	ASOS	guys	for	Fort	Campbell,	the	101st	
guys	to	come	over,	because	they	went	to	a	different	location	in	Kandahar	in	preparation	for	
Anaconda.		

Those	people	we	ran	daily.	The	one	instance	that	I	did	deal	directly	with	on	the	SOF	side	
was	at	PSAB,	Prince	Sultan	Air	Base,	Saudi	Arabia,	where	the	CAOC	was	at	(Combined	Air	
Operations	Center)	before	it	moved	to	AL	Udeid	a	couple	of	years	later.	So	the	SOLE	was	
there,	the	Special	Operations	Liaison	Element.	So	we	had	bodies	there	that	we	would	rotate	
out.	And	we	had	one	guy	that	had	been	there	for	a	while,	and	finally	we're	going	hey,	he	
needs	to	go,	he's	been	there	for	several	months,	let's	rotate	him	out.	So	we're	saying,	okay,	
who	can	we	get	for	a	replacement,	and	by	this	time	I'm	there	at	CFLCC.	So	I	know	who	it	is	
we	can	get.	Again,	it’s	about	who	you	know.	So	I	called	up	and	talked	to	Marty	Klukas,	who's	
a	Senior	in	Germany	and	Mark	Lutz,	who	was	a	Master	Sergeant,	who	had	been	on	our	
group	staff,	who	is	now	in	Germany,	also	on	the	group	staff	with	Marty,	because	they	both	
were	ex-SOF	guys,	both	with	TS-SCI	clearances.		

I	said,	hey,	I'm	looking	at	you	guys,	are	you	interested?	They	said	absolutely.	Okay,	let	me	
deal	with	it.	So	I	call	up	Dave	“Skinny”	Devine.	Now	a	retired	Chief,	but	was	than	a	Senior	
Master	Sergeant,	who	was	the	FAM	at	USAFE.	And	because	I	was	the	theater	FAM	can	do	
that	and	call	him	directly,	and	of	course	I	call	the	Air	Staff	and	talk	to	Chief	Burrow	because	
they	want	to	give	him	a	heads	up	on	what's	going	on.	And	basically	said	we're	going	to	do	a	
by	name	request	for	them	and	rotate	them	in.	So	that	is	one	instance	where	we	did	do	a	by	
name	request,	because	those	were	guys	with	a	certain	capability	that	is	very	limited	as	far	
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as	when	you're	talking	about	security	clearance	and	background	to	be	able	to	get	in.	But	
yeah,	other	than	that,	it	was	more	functionality	than	anything	else.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Yeah,	so	anything	notable	at	Anaconda	or	post	Anaconda.	

	

Clay	Christian		

There's	a	lot	of	stuff.	It	should	be	an	entire	other	interview.	Some	of	the	things	to	include	
with	that	was	the	SOF	train	up.	And	then	I	get	into	the	stuff	about	pre-Iraqi	Freedom	as	far	
as	what	was	going	on	with	plans	for	that	operation.	Because	I	was	doing	trips	down	to	
SOCCENT	again	as	an	ops	planner	because	after	what	had	been	going	on	in	Afghanistan	they	
wanted	every	ODA	to	have	a	JTAC	whether	it's	a	Combat	Controller	or	whether	it	was	TACP.	
Alright,	so	we’ll	support.	At	the	planning	conference,	we're	sitting	together,	us	and	the	
Special	Tactics	guys.	We're	going,	we	don't	have	enough	JTACs	to	be	able	to	fully	support	the	
requirement	with	the	expertise	we're	trying	to	get.	So	we	had	to	come	up	with	two	different	
train-ups	to	do	this	SOF	indoctrination	spin-up	training	just	to	get	bodies	on	a	roster.	I	
actually	still	have	that	roster	somewhere,	I	have	to	look	through	my	emails.	I	think	I	still	
have	it.	It	had	those	names	of	people	that	went	through	training	so	we	could	put	them	on	
ODAs	later	on.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Yeah,	it's	interesting	from	some	of	the	guys	that	I've	heard,	the	differences	between	
Afghanistan	and	then	going	into	Iraqi	Freedom.	Rock	Davis	and	Achey	are	two	of	the	guys	
that	come	to	mind	that	were	on	the	ground	for	both	of	those	and	just	the	stark	difference	in	
the	planning	and	how	prepared	they	were	to	go	into	Iraq	and	the	way	that	we	were	able	to	
fight	that	war.	It	seemed	like	it's	a	rare	thing	in	American	military	history	where	we	
immediately	learned	a	lesson	and	then	applied	those	lessons	learned	going	into	the	next	
one.	

	

Clay	Christian		

Absolutely.	we	learned	a	lot	from	mistakes	and	said,	we	don't	want	to	do	this	again.	We’ve	
got	to	get	the	right	equipment.	It's	gonna	be	the	right	personnel.	We've	got	to	get	the	right	
people	at	the	right	time.	We	have	to	do	good	planning.	I	have	it	in	my	TDY	log,	but	I	went	to	
SOCCENT	probably	at	least	four	more	times	as	a	planner.	I	went	out	to	Fort	Hood	at	least	
twice	because	we	had	the	712th	and	also	the	682nd	ASOCs	that	were	gonna	be	involved	with	
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operations	on	the	conventional	and	the	SOF	side.	I	was	involved	more	on	the	SOF	side	on	
the	planning	stuff.	This	also	included	support	from	the	National	Guard	Bureau	in	
Washington,	D.C.	I	went	up	there	for	a	talk	with	the	TACP	FAM	at	the	time.	I	can’t	remember	
what	the	dang	guy’s	name	was,	but	he	was	the	functional	that	was	at	the	National	Guard	
Bureau.		

So	there	was	all	sorts	of	planning	activity,	and	it	was	constant.	The	entire	staff	at	18th	ASOG	
was	constantly	doing	stuff.	What	ended	up	happening	was	in	2002	stop-loss	came	off.	
Because	after	9/11,	everybody	was	stop-lossed.	Yeah,	so	my	plans	to	retire	basically	went	
out	the	window	until	stop-loss	ended,	and	at	that	time	my	two	daughters	were	in	third	
grade	and	fifth	grade.	I	had	been	in	almost	22	years,	and	I'm	thinking,	if	I	stay	in	I'm	gonna	
probably	make	Chief	and	at	the	time	there's	only	seven	Chief	billets	in	the	entire	career	
field.	Okay,	and	I	did	not	have	any	interest	in	going	to	any	place	except	the	18th	ASOG,	and	I	
knew	that	I	was	gonna	get	someplace	else	because	the	Air	Staff	FAM	is	going	to	say,	no,	I’m	
taking	you	and	putting	you	some	place	you	don’t	want	to	be.	

Another	Senior	and	I,	he'd	been	the	superintendent	for	the	682nd,	Vince	Fox,	who	passed	
away	several	years	ago	from	cancer.	We	were	both	Seniors	and	he	put	his	retirement	papers	
in	too	because	I	dropped	mine	in	2002.	But	we	said	well,	we’re	gonna	test.	I'm	gonna	go	
ahead	and	test	for	Chief.	I'm	gonna	go	and	just	mark	everything	down	just	so	we	can	get	the	
eligible	numbers	up	so	we	can	get	other	guys	promoted.	So	that's	the	cycle	that	Marty	
Klukas	got	picked	up	for	Chief.	The	thing	is,	Marty	and	I	both	had	the	same	board	score.	
Luckily,	I	just	went	down	the	score	sheet	and	just	marked	anything	I	could	on	the	test	
because	I	didn't	want	to	be	that	guy	that	makes	it	and	then	go	I'm	not	gonna	take	the	
promotion	and	just	screw	somebody	out.	So	at	that	point	I	said,	okay,	I	made	my	decision.	
And	I	went	ahead	and	dropped	my	retirement	papers,	and	I	was	lucky.		

Speaking	about	Anaconda,	we	were	doing	a	lot	of	briefings	to	a	lot	of	different	people.	This	
is	like	a	half	year	after	Anaconda	occurred.	So	this	would	have	been	about	October	2002,	
and	we	had	a	one	briefing	we've	been	giving	to	a	lot	of	different	commands	and	units.	A	guy	
called	up	that	I	knew,	Kyle	Hurst.	A	Retired	TACP	who	was	working	down	here	at	Hurlburt	
Field	at	the	training	squadron	that	basically	teaches	the	Air	Operations	Center	formal	
training.	So	he	had	said,	hey	can	you	give	me	that	briefing	because	we're	interested	in	being	
able	to	present	it?	I	said	sure	and	he	asked	what	my	plans	were.	I	said,	I	dropped	my	
retirement	papers.	He	asked	me	what	are	you	gonna	do?	I	said,	I	don't	know…	I	don't	have	
any	opportunities.	I'm	putting	out	resumes,	but	nothing's	coming	up	right	now.	He	asked	me	
to	send	him	my	resume.		

I	get	a	phone	call	like	two	days	later	from	one	of	the	subcontractors	who	asked	me	if	I	
wanted	a	job.	I	said,	well	yeah,	but	I	can't	start	until	my	terminal	leave	begins	in	February.	
He	said	don’t	worry,	we’ll	hold	the	job	for	you.		So	I	had	a	job	lined	up	three	or	more	months	
before	I	started	my	terminal	leave.	So	I	started	terminal	in	February	and	didn't	retire	until	
30	April	2003	after	22	years	and	14	days.	I	ended	up	working	at	Hurlburt	until	just	before	
the	end	of	this	May	2025	when	I	retired.	I	initially	did	six	years	as	a	contractor	with	AOC	
formal	training	unit	Teaching	systems	and	processes.		
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And	then	I	was	tired	of	the	contractor	thing	because	you	never	know	if	the	contract	is	going	
to	end,	or	if	it’s	going	to	get	re-bid,	and	then	you	never	know	if	you	are	going	to	be	hired	
back	on.	A	GS	civilian	position	came	open,	which	was	a	pay	cut,	to	go	to	the	Special	Tactics	
Training	Squadron	to	be	an	instructor	there	at	the	STTS	with	the	24th	SOW.	So	I	put	in	for	it	
and	again,	no	clue	who	you	might	know.	So	Lunk	was	the	Chief	at	the	TACP	schoolhouse	at	
the	time.	And	he	was	out	running	PT	and	the	STTS	commander	was	out	running	and	he	ran	
into	him.	He	says,	hey,	you	know	this	guy	Clay	Christian,	I	got	this	resume	and	Lunk	said,	
Yeah,	I	know	him.		

I	knew	Lunk	when	he	was	a	Tech	Sergeant	and	with	the	Rangers.	So	yeah,	I	got	picked	up	
and	became	a	ST	instructor	for	a	couple	years.	I	was	back	to	where	I	was	free	fall	jumping	
and	jumpmaster	as	a	civilian.	But	I	was	pushing	50	years	old	and	working	gunship	training	
until	one	o'clock	in	the	morning	or	all	night	doing	jumps	or	water	ops.	It	hurt	my	back	and	
but	I	just	couldn't	do	it	anymore.	Another	GS	civilian	position	came	up	where	I	was	able	to	
go	from	GS-11	to	a	GS-12	when	the	505th	Training	Squadron	converted	from	contractor	
over	to	GS	civilians	where	I	formerly	worked	at	the	AOCFTU.	So	I	went	back	there	in	2012.	
So	basically	from	that	point	till	I	retired	just	this	past	May	(2025)	is	where	I	worked	as	a	GS,	
about	15	years	as	a	GS	in	total,	and	then	wrapped	it	up.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Yeah,	so	you	said	you	started	terminal	in	February	of	2003.	Did	you	have	any	fear	of	missing	
out	on	Iraq?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Not	at	all,	it	just	happened	that	as	soon	as	they	kicked	off	in	March,	which	was	basically	
when	stuff	started	off	because	I	didn’t	officially	retire	until	30	April.	So	when	they	kick	off	
operations	in	March	of	2003,	basically	the	Air	Force	put	another	stop	loss	unless	you	were	
already	on	terminal.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Ah,	okay,	so	that	worked	out	really	well.	

	

Clay	Christian		

I	didn’t	get	called	back,	but	if	I	was,	I	knew	I	was	gonna	be	at	least	in	the	initial	phase	and	
because	I've	been	an	ops	planner	for	SOCCENT	they	were	gonna	put	me	at	the	SOC	Forward	
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headquarters.	So	that's	where	I	would	have	been	at	so	I	would	have	been	way	out	away	
from	everything	anyway.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Gotcha.	Well,	I	think	that's	a	good	place	to	wrap	up	the	main	body	of	the	interview.	I	do	have	
just	a	couple	of	random	questions,	just	for	my	own	knowledge.	Who	owned	the	22nd	ASOF	
and	what	are	your	thoughts	on	that?	I	understand	those	guys	weren't	supposed	to	go	deploy	
with	their	ODAs.	That	wasn't	the	purpose	of	it,	but	it	seemed	like	it	worked	out	pretty	well,	
according	to	some	of	those	guys	that	I've	talked	to,	like	John	Knipe.	

	

Clay	Christian		

So	the	22nd	ASOF	belonged	to	the	18th	ASOG.	So	they	were	basically	a	flight	under	the	group.	
Their	initial	mission,	if	you	talk	to	the	guys,	(because	I	was	never	a	member	of	the	22nd	
ASOF),	but	if	you	talk	to	guys,	which	you	probably	have,	their	mission	statement	was	
supposed	to	be	CAS	training.	But	they	did	a	lot	more	than	that	for	years,	and	guys	were	
going	out	with	the	ODAs	and	doing	a	lot	of	other	stuff.	And	when	it	came	time	to	support	
ODAs,	they	are	going,	we	want	these	guys.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Do	you	know	why	it	went	away?	

	

Clay	Christian		

It	was	still	there	when	I	retired,	so	I	don't	know	the	exact	date	of	when	it	went	away,	but	I'm	
trying	to	remember	why.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

I	could	see	ACC	just	having	a	problem	with	it	because	they	were	doing	something	they	
weren't	supposed	to.	
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Clay	Christian		

I	can't	remember	if	there	was	some	reasons	of	why	they	were	doing	it,	and	it	had	maybe	
something	to	do	with	maybe	the	JTAC	program,	or	because	SF	ODA	s	didn’t	have	a	formal	
JTAC	program	yet.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Was	it	still	ETAC	up	until	2004?	

	

Clay	Christian		

JTAC	didn't	really	come	about	until	right	in	between	the	Afghanistan/Iraqi	Freedom	
operations	as	far	as	when	you're	thinking	a	joint	qualification	and	all	that.	They’d	been	
working	on	it,	but	everything	hadn't	been	formalized	just	yet.	It	might	have	been	close	to	it,	
but	it	was	new.	So	the	Army	didn't	necessarily	have	their	own	program.	Then	they	started	
doing	SOTAC	programs	as	far	as	qualifications,	and	so	there's	a	lot	more	JTACs	out	there	to	
include	all	the	Combat	Controllers.	Now	Combat	Controllers	pulled	away	from	it	as	far	as	
keeping	and	maintaining	that	qualification	so	much,	so	I	think	that	may	have	had	something	
to	do,	but	don't	hold	me	to	it.		

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Another	random	question,	do	you	know	when	the	switch	from	275	to	1C4	was?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Yeah,	it	happened	when	I	was	in	Italy,	I	know	that.	So	I	got	there	in	92	and	left	in	96.	I	want	
to	say	right	about	the	middle,	I’d	have	to	pull	up	my	old	EPRs.	I	don't	have	them,	they're	
boxed	up	someplace.	It	would	have	had	to	have	happened	somewhere	around	94,	95-ish.	
The	Air	Force	in	general	changed	the	structure	and	re-numbering.	So	it	wasn't	just	our	
career	field,	it	was	Air	Force-wide.	They	did	that	as	far	as	I'm	aware.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Another	question	along	those	lines	so	when	I	joined	in	the	mid	2010s	the	term	ROMAD	is	
still	there,	but	they	had	just	stopped	allowing	ROMAD	deployments.	I	always	thought	it	
would	be	really	cool	to	go	get	a	ROMAD	deployment	before	you	become	a	JTAC	and	follow	
that	traditional	path.	By	the	time	I	showed	up	to	the	19th	ASOS,	they	had	said	ROMAD	

mixamcom - Assets Server on 2026-01-19, 17:47 order: 1894106 [8.50" X 11.00"]

S
he

et
: 4

0



	 41	

deployments	aren't	a	thing	anymore	but	still	as	we	went	through	our	CMR	training	we	were	
still	calling	ourselves	ROMADs	before	we	became	a	JTAC.	When	did	the	identity	in	the	career	
switch	from	hey,	I'm	a	ROMAD	to	hey,	I’m	a	TACP?	

	

Clay	Christian		

Again,	I	would	start	thinking	more	along	the	early	nineties	is	what	I'm	thinking.	Timeline	
wise,	I'm	thinking	basically	Desert	Storm	operations,	that's	what	I'm	thinking.	Because	we	
had	a	lot	of	guys	that	were	controlling,	right?	That	were	basically	on	their	own	and	awarded	
a	lot	of	honors	in	that	operation	as	well.	So	that's	kinda	where	that	identity	started.	We	
always	said	TACP	and	we	weren't	doing	it	as	a	term	of	the	team.	It	was	as	an	individual,	but	
we	still	somewhat	identified	as	ROMADs,	but	TACP	really	came	to	the	forefront	during	like	
1990,	1991	time	frame.	

	

Nathan	Bachand		

Well,	that	was	the	last	question	I	had.	Do	you	want	to	sneak	anything	else	in	before	I	cut	the	
recording?	

	

Clay	Christian		

No,	I	hope	I	haven't	rambled	on	too	much	for	you.	Thank	you.	
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